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Introduction

Music piracy is a big issue in today’s society.  Music Piracy has become a major problem due to the fact the Internet makes it so easy.  With the emergence of so many peer-to-peer networks online, people who are looking to find free music are in luck.  The American Federation of Musicians states that, “…online music piracy is responsible for 2.6 billion downloads of copyrighted files every month…” (AFM 2003).  There are numerous sites one can visit to download music.  Music piracy is very popular, especially among students.  A lot of students do not have a steady income and downloading music appeals to them due to the fact that it is free.  There are many different views on whether or not music piracy is ethical.  There are some artists that are in favor of music piracy, but then there are also those that oppose it.  As well as artists being against music piracy, countless numbers of recording industries agree with them.  Music piracy is a very controversial issue, whose emergence has lead to immense amounts of debate


*By: Megan Carr*

There are a lot of different sites that people can turn to in order to download music, but of course there are a few sites that are carrying the downloading websites.  They are the websites that have the most songs to offer, and the ones that are most commonly known to people.  When a music-downloading site gets really popular, it causes the library to grow.  This is due to the fact that some people will upload their music to the site as they look for new songs.  The major downloading sites include: Morpheus and Aimster, which includes Kazaa and Grokster.  Before all of these downloading sites arose, however, the largest and best known music piracy website was Napster. 


It used to be that when people wanted to download a song illegally, they turned to Napster.  Due to the popularity of Napster, it started to have a great deal of legal issues.  A lot of artists and music companies were against it, due to how easy it was for people to use Napster to get music for free.  People were fighting to shut down Napster, and eventually they succeeded.  However, before Napster was officially shut down, it was found that, “There are an estimated 10 million users of Napster downloading 14,000 songs a minute” (Napster’s 2000).  This statistic illustrates just how popular the site really was.  However, its popularity was not able to save the site in the end.  This does not mean that Napster fanatics did not take full advantage of the site before it was shut down.  The night before the site was shut down, “…thousands of music fans rushed to download music from Napster before the forced closure…” (Napster’s 2000).  Even though Napster itself is not still operating, it set the standard that people now expect from music downloading sites.  


  Since Napster closed, a lot of other file sharing sites have emerged to try and take its place.  Some of the new sites have succeeded, and people are once again downloading music easily.  The new reigning music downloading website is Kazaa.  It has been found that, “Kazaa, the leader in online music piracy, has become the most downloaded software program in the world” (Online 2003).  Each day college students turn to Kazaa to obtain the music they are looking for.  It is continuing to grow, and people who are adamant on downloading music are hoping that it will stick to this trend.  Even though Kazaa has become very popular, it is not the only site that people turn to download music.  Another popular site is Grokster.  Grokster and Kazaa are both part of the company FastTrack.  Morpheus, on the other hand, is part of a Gnutella-based system.  They all have different things that they offer that make their site the “best” but when it comes down to it, people will use the site if it gives them accurate and fast results.  The new websites are supposed to replace Napster, and so far it looks as if they are succeeding.  All of these websites have experienced great popularity and are leading to a downfall in the income the music industry is receiving.  It is unclear as of now if these sites will have the same fatal end as Napster, but music fanatics are all hoping that they do not.  Hopefully in the future these websites will devise a plan that can please both the consumers and the people involved in the music industry.  

       






 




 

























Artists Against Music Piracy

By Megan Candelaria

Did you know that downloading music is the same as going into a store and steeling a CD?   Music piracy is the illegal downloading of music files on the Internet.  “Piracy is the greatest threat facing the music industry today” (IFPI).  Some people feel that music piracy is a victimless crime.  This is a worldwide problem that costs the government $4.3 billion (IFPI).  Many of the artists today are against music piracy.  Eve, “Ruff Ryders’ First Lady” is one of the many artists against music piracy, mentions, “We work really hard. We love our fans and we appreciate the love, but don’t steal from us, support us. Go in the stores and buy the records." (MusicUnited.org).  

For many artists, this is the way for them to make a living.  Pop singer Mandy Moore strongly agrees with this, “While I admit that what I do for a living is a dream come true, it’s still a job and how I make a living” (MusicUnited.org).  When people download music, the musician, producer, and the co-writers do not get paid.  These individuals are a big part in producing albums and if consumers do not buy these albums, the musician, producer, and the co-writers are losing out on money.  Country singer, Brad Paisley states,  “Downloading can literally make it impossible for a songwriter to support himself with his craft” (MusicUnited.org).  If artists are relying on their record sales for them to earn money, then downloading music really puts a restraint on them financially.  

  Many artists that release albums hoping that people will go out and buy them and hear some of the new songs they have produced.  Multi-platinum Country Music Artists comment on this, “We want the next Brooks and Dunn to have a chance.  Piracy hurts that chance” (MusicUnited.org).  If music gets stolen, it’s hard for these musicians to prosper.  

Artists feel that music piracy is very disrespectful to them.  Most artists put all their heart and soul into producing albums and when people download music, it makes the artists feel very taken advantage of.  R&B singer, Kelly Price reveals, “It’s also a huge disrespect when those artists have emptied their soul for the whole world to hear and see, and to know that someone standing on a corner can pimp them for $5” (MusicUnited.org).  Downloading music does not make artists feel very good.  Rapper Eminem agrees, "I'm sorry; when I worked 9 to 5, I expected to get a paycheck every week. It's the same with music; if I'm putting my heart and all my time into music, I expect to get rewarded for that. I work hard and anybody can just throw a computer up and download my music for free. It could kill the whole purpose of making music” (MusicUnited.org).  Downloading music can make artists feel worthless.  This is their job and their way of making money.  If people are going to download music, this is going to make artists feel inferior in the music industry.  

Artists are joining together to form an advertising campaign intended for people downloading music.  Artists are getting very angry and upset at all the people downloading music, not only is this making artists feel not important, this is also hurting them financially.  "We want to hit fans with the message that downloading music illegally is, as Britney Spears explains, the same as going into a CD store and stealing the CD,” Many of today’s musicians are joining together to launch this campaign.  Some of the many artists that participated include, Britney Spears, Nelly, and Missy Elliot.  This campaign is being funded by some of the world’s largest record labels that will inform the public that music piracy is illegal.  Music piracy is thought to be the largest factor contributing to the sales decrease of CD’s.  Music piracy is illegal and threatens artists trying to do well in the music industry.  Every time you download a song, an artist does not get paid.    



















By Robin Crosby

y Robin Crosby


In today’s society technology has been enhanced so much that people can simply click a button and download some of the best music ever. Some music artists have become highly upset and would like for it to stop. On the other hand there are others who agree with music piracy such as rapper Nas and singer Robbie Williams. At a music fair in Cannes, singer Williams made a comment that angered record company bosses. “I think it’s great, really I do” he also stated that there is nothing that the artists can do about it. Nas reportedly said “I am not upset about people downloading my music because after they hear it they will buy it.” I believe that is a good way of dealing with music piracy and the reason is that people all over the world have the capability to get music off the internet. When a program named Napster became popular people thought this was the greatest thing ever for music. The ability to download songs for free is nothing more than a preview of the artists work. In most cases the songs that are downloaded are not all accurate. This means that each song a person can get off the internet may not be on the album. There are even musicians who think of downloading music as a promotional tool. One woman by the name of Ariana Murray, bass player for Earlimart band says “People today have new expectations about being able to browse music before they buy. If people are downloading our music we look at it as positive. For us it’s just seems to be a promotional tool. If anything it’s helping us at this point.” Perhaps more artists feel the same, but also feel they are being ripped off when it comes to sales. After researching to find out what are the general expenses of a record label for one artist I have found that they have a lot to do with the loss of money. A few examples are “responsibility for producer payment, reserve accounts, return privileges, midline, budget line, record club, and foreign royalty reductions, 90% sales provisions, tour support etc. Looking at all of the expenses shows that people at home in front of their computers should take all the blame. People should not be penalized for utilizing their internet abilities because an artist calls and complains that he or she is losing money. Instead of trying to hurt their fans artist should come up with some kind of incentive for buying the album in stores.


In conclusion I think music artist need to relax and read over their contracts in order to see where all of their money is going. Secondly, people who download music are not bad, but victims of technology and lovers of music. If a person hears a bootleg CD that person knows that there is going to be something different on the CD purchased in stores and the quality will be better. So most likely that person will go for the better choice in stores. Another argument could be, just because someone purchases a CD from the store does not stop them from going home and copying it on a blank CD and selling it. This goes on everyday, especially in college towns or high schools. If artist want more people to stop bootlegging music then they should try to build better relationships with their fans and give them more for their buck.
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By Daniel Clark

Is downloading music really stealing?  I propose this question because; many internet industries who provide music downloading and internet users feel that downloading music isn’t harmful.  But others, such as; the recording industries and artist feel otherwise.  The question still remains, “who’s to blame?”  My question is, if a contractor builds a building, should people be allowed to move into the building for free?"  It’s apparent what the majority would say “NO”, but why is it so apparent in this situation and not for the above question?  

Internet companies such as Napster have provided the opportunity for internet users like my self to download music for free.  The multi-million dollar company was financially benefiting for their internet users and the artist’s songs, without giving any compensation to neither the artist, nor the recording industries.  It wasn’t too long until the RIAA (Recording Industry Association of America) took matters into their own hands.  The RIAA filed more than 261 lawsuits against people found accused of illegally distributing music online.  According to Lorraine Sullivan, a 28-year-old student at Hunter College in New York stated that, “"I thought my life was over, and that I'd have to file for bankruptcy.” (USATODAY)  She was subjected to pay the RIAA $2,500 for her online piracy.  In her efforts to pay the RIAA, she had created a website called suedbytheriaa.com where she has raised $600 towards her fine.


This year, the RIAA lost an important case against the makers of the Morpheus and Grokster peer-to-peer software, when a federal judge in Los Angeles ruled that file sharing in itself was legal, even if it was being used to distribute illegal copies of copyrighted music and movies. The court ruling prompted a shift in the RIAA’s tactics from suing file-sharing companies to targeting individuals who allegedly use file-sharing software to download and share copyrighted material.  (Music and Technology)  In laymen terms, any individual by law is allowed to download copyrighted music from a file-sharing company, but if any individual downloads music from any other online user, then the file-sharing in itself is illegal.  As of July 28, 2003, the RIAA has sent out close to 1,000 subpoenas (individuals requiring appearance in court to give testimony) requesting information from Internet Service Providers in order to identify and contact customers who are potential copyright infringers. The lobbying arm of the recording industry has said it would focus its subpoena campaign on users who were allowing a “substantial” number of files to be shared from their computers. 


However, some users claim they are unaware that they are making their files available to others because programs like KaZaA include default settings that automatically allow sharing with others on the network. Other users say they have assumed that because Napster was shut down, any file-sharing service that remained in operation must only permit legitimate or “fair” uses. While Napster was unsuccessful in using a fair use defense in its case, it remains to be seen how successful this line of defense will be for the cases involving individual Internet users.


In conclusion, this is all about power. The Internet is a far larger force in our lives than anyone predicted it would be.  If the recording companies would have known beforehand what an effect the internet has on society, I can guarantee that control of music piracy would have been much tighter, access to it would have been far more limited, far more expensive, and it’s content far less open and free.
 Few believe that musicians are being deprived of money because of music piracy.  Which seems respectable enough, and I need to be openly clear that in principle I agree with this; I have no objection to any musician being paid for his or her work. I think this is exactly what should happen. Music enriches our lives, and those that produce it should be rewarded. But do not be misled into thinking that music downloading necessarily equates starving musicians.  Bottom line: money is the reasoning behind all this tension amongst the industries, the artists, and the Internet companies, not THE MUSIC!  


 
                        

                
        

Recording Industry Strikes Out Against File Sharing
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  By: Taylor Christie 


Since music file sharing began in the late 1990’s the recording industry and various recording artists have sought to end the downloading of their material (federal discovery, 2004).  The first music file sharing entity to be shut down was Napster after recording industry groups were able to build a strong copyright infringement case against the internet technology (federal discovery, 2004).  In the post Napster era more file sharing entities have sprung up and the recording industry has maintained its fight to try and put a halt to music piracy on the internet (federal discovery, 2004).  The leader in the fight against file sharing has been the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), which has filed many lawsuits against people and technologies that they believe infringe upon federal copyright laws (federal discovery, 2004).


The RIAA states on their website that it is one of their most important duties to investigate the illegal production and distribution of recorded material (riaa.com, 2003).  The RIAA has assisted authorities and hired internet specialists in their effort to catch file sharers and internet sites that provide downloadable music (riaa.com, 2003).  The RIAA has claimed to have settled five lawsuits since 1998 against internet sites that were in violation of federal copyright laws pertaining to recorded material (riaa.com, 2003).  Their fight doesn’t stop just at the internet sites that provide the file sharing technology, this past January the RIAA claimed to have filed suits against 531 individual file sharers (riaa.com, 2004).


What this then means is that the RIAA has the ability to target individual internet users who openly share music files (riaa.com, 2004).  The RIAA did say, however, that the individuals they file suit against all held substantial amounts of copyrighted music on file sharing networks 
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(riaa.com, 2004).  What is still left to be determined are the end results of these suits and what type of arguments will be made by each side.


In some cases it has been difficult for the recording industry to prove that file sharers were indeed infringing on copyright laws (Graham, 2004).  In a recent case in Canada a judge ruled that file sharers were not in violation of Canadian copyright laws (Graham, 2004).  Graham believes the recording industry might be worried that a decision like this might influence other cases around the world (Graham, 2004).  The recording industry wants to target people who offer songs for download over the internet rather than those who simply download (Graham, 2004).  The purpose of this is that the recording industry believes that if there are no more people making songs available the sources of songs will eventually dry up (Graham, 2004).  


What ever the case, the situation is still very much up in the air; many believe that copyright laws need to be updated to close the loop holes that downloading files creates (Graham, 2004).  If you ask me, I’d like to play it safe until a decision is made by the law as to whether downloading music over the internet is legal.  At this time I believe there is too much risk involved in revealing your identity on the internet by downloading songs.

Students’ opinion towards “free music downloading”

By Duan Chen
“Free” is so great! Music industries has been existed for many years, and the advance of computer technology help the development of music downloading, which has a great achievement for students to get music downloading in a convenient way from the websites. Finally, music downloading was leading to “free”.  

 “Easy, fast, fun, and cheap”, isn’t that what everyone’s looking for?  Sure, for college students who are so financial minded, whatever “free” way would do their dishes.

Students will probably hate to buy a CD from a store and waiting for the checkout line.  Why not check out online, and stay home to save time?  Buying a CD will no longer an interesting thing in college students’ life in recent years, many students try to save time and money, especially for fun.  But music industries try to raise up their business by saying that it is illegal to downloading music from Internet for free, sign that as “stealing”. 



“The Recording Industry Institute of America (RIAA) has not only led the fight for lawsuits, but also joined together with campus administrators to educate students on the law and the consequences of violating it” (Thursday, August 7, 2003 CNN news) 
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Is that stealing?  Yes, a little bit, but not all right, because students will do that anyway, there is a student reveal that “no matter what, there will always be someone who will find a way to get free music out there.  But things change for better or for worse.  Perhaps the age of the music industry’s empire has come to an end.”  That is a great view to many of us.  Students are interested in check out some musicians to see if they like the songs or not, and it’s not necessary to buy a CD and pay for $17 that they may not like.  As announcement of music industry is attempting to set up site where people will pay for music, because music sales decreased in recent years and it hurt their business.  Here are a few statements from the RIAA's website:

1. "Analysts report that just one of the many peer-to-peer systems in operation is responsible for over 1.8 billion unauthorized downloads per month". (Hilary B. Rosen letter to the Honorable Rick Boucher, Congressman, February 28, 2002) 

2. "Sales of blank CD-R discs have…grown nearly 2 ½ times in the last two years…if just half the blank discs sold in 2001 were used to copy music, the number of burned CDs worldwide is about the same as the number of CDs sold at retail." (Hilary B. Rosen letter to the Honorable Rick Boucher, Congressman, February 28, 2002) 

3. "Music sales are already suffering from the impact…in the United States, sales decreased by more than 10% in 2001."(Hilary B. Rosen letter to the Honorable Rick Boucher, Congressman, February 28, 2002) 

4. "In a recent survey of music consumers, 23%…said they are not buying more music because they are downloading or copying their music for free."(Hilary B. Rosen letter to the Honorable Rick Boucher, Congressman, February 28, 2002) 

Questions are around students, is that a smart way to pay for a CD which seems as piece of plastic that should only cost 50 cents?  Music industry official will probably answer “yes”, because it is legal to pay for the compensation of their creative property.  Now, question will come out one way---Do you think it is more successful to sells 50,000 CDs or one whose songs have been downloaded by 3 Million people across the world?  Yes, it is truth that artist need money to pay for studio costs, production, and advertising and such.  But anyone can record a CD, musicians should be making money by touring and it will help them get into the business in the first place.  Therefore, their music will lead to a mass commercial acceptance.  However, Music industry struggles for legal protection sounds reasonable because that’s only way to protect their profits on their position.  Sales are continuing to drop with online piracy blamed for many of the industry problems. With broadband becoming far more common, it is easier to simply download a track than go out and buy it, the industry argues.” (BBC news Thursday, 15 January 2004)
 College students also have their financial and some other consideration.  But technology advance will get CD or songs to be cheaper to get in the future.  Students have no power to against the wealthy and powerful music industry right now and the stealing action sounds going down after the announcement of government’s legal protection.  “The nationwide survey by the Pew Internet & American Life Project shows the percentage of music file downloaders fell to 14 percent (about 18 million users) from 29 percent (about 35 million) when Pew last reported on downloading from a survey conducted during March 12-19 2003 and April 29-May 20 2003. The Pew survey was based on a phone survey of 1,358 Internet users.”(January 5, 2004 )

However, “free” is so attractive and “free” downloading has a deep root in students’ mind, they probably not try to give up.
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