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The pop star image has been growing ever since the start of Michael Jackson’s career in the 70s.  Michael has made a tremendous impact on the careers of many of the big named pop stars of today.  Pop stars throughout the years have also had a huge effect on the media and how the media portrays them to the general public.  Currently pop music has approximately 60% of the top fifty songs, according to billboard magazine.   This is a trend that has been increasing since Jackson started.  The pop star image has definitely affected the general public but mainly the youth of the world.  People like Britney Spears, Justin Timberlake, Janet Jackson, and many others that have preceded them have had a big impact on teenage boys and girls.  Also pop stars play an important role in video images that appeal to everyone.  


I’m not saying that I like pop music or what they stand for, but I respect the fact that they influence media, videos, and people with the images that they convey.  For example Britney Spears has fifty-nine websites that are dedicated to just HER.  Can you believe that?  Most of them are fan sites too.  That is ridiculous.  But you have to hand it to those pop stars; the way that they dance in their videos and the sexy clothing that where makes people want to be like them.  The way that camera angles are set up in videos creates a very sensual atmosphere in a lot of videos.  Also on the other hand a lot of pop stars grab public attention by singing about a controversial subject for example Christina Aguilera’s song “Beautiful” talks about the openness of homosexuality.  It is not just pop stars however that sing about controversial topics other genres of music do the same thing, but the point I’m trying to make is that pop stars can influence their followers through music videos and image that they have the right opinion on certain topics that affect everyone.  The messages pop stars show in their videos and the image that present affect everyone in both positive and negative ways.  


For one thing many pop musicians have a strong influence on charitable organizations.  You see them out there on celebrity Jeopardy playing for charity.  Pop stars also convey the message of a drug free environment.  These aspects of the pop star pertain to image.  The public sees these great deeds being done and wants to be the same way.  Many teens are influenced to make a difference in good way by pop stars.  But is there a down side to these images?  I say yes.  


The fact that female pop stars walk around with barely any clothes on doesn’t sound like a very good message to be sending to younger girls who admire them and want to dress like them.  That spells trouble in most cases especially the sex content in video that a lot of pop stars convey.  This sends a negative message to people that it’s ok to just go around having sex with whoever they can.  Another negative aspect of pop star video image is the fact that it dominates MTV and other music video playing TV stations.  The songs just get over played to the point where people get sick of it and don’t listen anymore.  


In conclusion I would like to reintegrate the fact that pop music and the people that associated with it can influence the media and the thoughts of the youth in a very significant way.  They can start a fashion trend with the clothes that they wear in their videos making the image seem most important to the viewer.  Or they can send a message to someone that may not be necessarily being positive.  Either way you look at it pop has become an integral put of the American society, and the world.  It affects the media and the video through image and lyrics.  
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