PROGRAM CHANGE REQUEST FORM
This sheet is an overview of the content and format of proposals for a new undergraduate program, or for elimination or modification of an existing program. Most program changes must be reviewed by Undergraduate Council and, in some cases, by the Board of Trustees and/or the Ohio Board of Regents. As a result, a proposal for program changes should generally be prepared in consultation with the Office of the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost. Some of  the information in the proposal must be summarized on the COURSE/CURRICULUM MODIFICATION REQUEST cover sheet (“blue sheet”) that will accompany it through the approval process. Depending on the nature of the request, it may not be necessary to provide all the information below. Please use your own responses to the checkbox items on the “blue sheet” as a guide for deciding which items below are relevant to your proposal. Please use the outline headings shown below to prepare your document; omit any that do not apply.

A. THE MODIFICATION
1. For all proposals: Describe briefly the nature of the proposed change. 
The minor in child life is designed to support students who are pursuing a career as a child life specialist in healthcare and community settings (e.g., clinical hospital settings, court and foster care systems, trauma teams, and bereavement support services). Child life specialists help children and their families cope with the stress and ambiguity of acute and chronic illness, injury, trauma, disability, loss and bereavement.  Specific aims of the minor are to educate students in child life theory and practice, child development principles, trauma-informed practice, medical terminology, and play activities that aid effective child coping.  A family-centered approach is emphasized. The minor consists of 21-23 credit hours including a relevant practicum experience.  
The curriculum modification process is intended to change program requirements as represented in the Undergraduate Catalog and on checksheets. For this reason, all curriculum modifications for new programs or program revisions must include:
1.1 A checksheet that shows and highlights the proposed change(s). (Please make the changes on the checksheet obvious, preferable with revision markings).
1.2 Catalog pages (printed from the current version of the online catalog) showing the proposed changes. (Please use revision markings or some other device to make changes obvious). If a new program is being proposed, then new catalog copy should be submitted. Care should be taken to ensure that the proposed changes to the catalog match the proposed changes to the checksheet.
2. List courses to be taken out of program requirements. (If courses are to be eliminated from course inventory, submit a separate “course change” for that action).
Not applicable
3. List courses to be added to program requirements. (If new courses are to be added to course inventory, submit a separate “course change” for that action).

The list below includes all of the courses needed to satisfy the child life minor.  Two classes, as noted by asterisks, can be applied to both the HDFS major and child life minor.  All other courses in this list fall outside of requirements for the HDFS major. 

HDFS 2210 Child Development (3)* 

HDFS 2280 Pre-adolescent and Adolescent Development in Family & Community (3)*

HDFS 3150 Introduction to Child Life (3) 

HDFS 2300 Creative Learning Environments (3)

HDFS 4250 Trauma Informed Practice (3)

PHIL 2190 Death and Dying (3)

AHS 3010 Medical Terminology (2)

FCS 3890: Practicum (1-3)HDFS 3150: Introduction to Child Life.  A blue sheet form and proposal for HDFS 3150 will be submitted simultaneously with the child life minor proposal.
*May be taken as an elective in the HDFS major to satifsy 3 of the 6 required credit hours in the developmental stage core of the HDFS major.  HDFS majors must take two of the following four courses from the HDFS curriculum: HDFS 2200 (infant development), HDFS 2210 (child development), HDFS 2280 (adolescent development) and HDFS 2290 (adult development). Thus, HDFS 2210 and 2280 may be used to satisfy requirements of the HDFS major and child life minor. 
 

4. For proposals to make major changes to program requirements: Describe any change to the sequence of courses within a major/minor/area of specialization/certificate.

Not applicable
5. Will this change result in modification of student learning outcomes?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

no
If yes, list all changes to the student learning outcomes related to the curriculum modification and describe the plan for assessing those outcomes.
Specific Learning Objectives:

Represent and communicate child life practice and psychosocial issues of infants, children, youth, and families. 

Utilize theories of child and adolescent development, stress and coping, and family systems in healthcare and community settings.

Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively in diverse settings.

Apply therapeutic play activities to aid effective child coping while utilizing a family-centered approach. 

Utilize coping strategies to decrease stress of hospitalization, illness, and loss and bereavement. 
Outcomes will be assessed through role-playing exercises, case study analysis, and exams. 


6. Program changes approved before the January deadline for the Catalog update will be recorded in the Catalog and will be in effect for checksheets in the fall of that year.

B. RATIONALE [Required for all proposals]:
1. Reason/Need for the change. For new programs, explain how this fits with the Academic Plan.
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reports information on child life specialists. Based on 2016-2026 projections, employment growth in this occupation is 7% (as fast as average growth across occupations). Median annual wage is $60,380 (2017 data), which is significantly higher than $37,690, the median annual wage for all workers.  Inquiries about this career path are frequent, coming from potential students who attend BGSU recruitment events, local transfer students, and BGSU students who are switching majors. The HDFS program area is uniquely positioned to offer a minor in child life education.  Many of the required and recommended courses, as designated  by the Child Life Council, are offered in the HDFS curriculum such as child development courses that cover ages birth-18 (HDFS 2210: Child Development and HDFS 2280: Adolescent Development); courses that focus on family system theory and family dynamics (HDFS 3270), family diversity (HDFS 2080); research methods (HDFS 4070); and a practicum experience that involves working directly with children (FCS 3890: Practicum). The child life minor will serve as a potential tool to recruit new students and aligns with the University's interest in enhancing current academic programs in areas of workforce demand. 
2. Student implications (describe the basis for each estimate)

2.1 Prospective demand for a new degree/major/minor (level of student interest).
We anticipate 10-15 students per academic year. This estimate is based on fall 2019 enrollment in FCS 4800: Special Topic - Introduction to Child Life.
2.2 Effect on required hours in degree/major/minor.
No effect
2.3 Number of students affected and in what way.
The estimated 10-15 students who choose this minor each year will be affected positively by declaring a minor that fits their career goals and one that supports required and recommended curriculum by the Child Life Council--the national organization and certifiying body for child life specialists. 
2.4 Effect on elective hours of majors/minors.
No significant effect on elective hours of majors/minors. 
2.5 If a degree/major/minor is to be eliminated, how will current students in the program be accommodated?
Not applicable
2.6 If requirements for matriculation from a pre-major program are to be added or modified, how will those changes affect student enrollment and progress toward graduation?
Not applicable
2.7 Is this a degree program whose normal time to degree is something other than four calendar years for a baccalaureate degree and two calendar years for an associate degree? If so, how many hours/years to obtain the degree?
No; not applicable
C. IMPLICATIONS FOR EXISTING PROGRAMS [For all proposals]:
1. How will the proposed change affect the integrity of other programs to which it is related, including the demand for courses or degrees in other programs
1.1 in the department/school?
The child life minor will not impact the other programs in the School of Family and Consumer Sciences. The minor will enhance students' credentials and positively impact their knowedge and skills in child development and child life education. 
1.2 in the college?

No impact
1.3 in other university departments/colleges?

Most of the required classes for the child life minor will be offered through the HDFS program area.  Two exceptions are PHIL 2190: Death and Dying and AHS 3010: Medical Terminology.  Anticipated impact on course enrollment in these two courses is 10-15 students per academic year.  
1.4 at other universities?

No impact 
2. What individuals in other departments/schools/colleges, if any, have been consulted about this proposal? [attach correspondence where appropriate]
Tom Gorman, Assistant Dean of Undergraduate Education and Student Services in the College of Health and Human Services, has been contacted about including AHS: 3010 in the child life minor (awaiting letter of support).  Dr. Michael Weber, Chair of Philosophy, has been contacted about including PHIL 2190: Death and Dying in the child life minor.  He has given his written approval.  
3. What effect will the proposed change have on accreditation of this program or of associated programs in the college/university?

No effect
4. What effect will the proposed change have on the ability of the department/school/college/university to meet goals for recruitment, retention, and diversity?
The proposed minor will enhance recruitment efforts.  
D. STAFFING IMPLICATIONS/QUALIFICATIONS
1. For new programs, or if an existing degree/major/minor/area of specialization is to be modified: Are faculty and staff with expertise available now?   FORMCHECKBOX 

yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

no 
If not, how will they be identified/recruited?       
2. For all proposals:  How will this change affect the allocation of faculty and staff in the department/school/college? The HDFS program area has identified an adjunct faculty member that is a practicing Certified Child Life Specialist (CCLS) to teach the course HDFS 3150: Introduction to Child Life. The identified adjunct faculty member is teaching an Introduction to Child Life course during the fall 2019 semester under a special topics call number (FCS 4800).  Per the Child Life Council, the instructor for HDFS 3150 must be a CCLS for students to utilize the course towards the requirements for certification. 

3. For all proposals:  How will this change affect faculty work load?      

E. AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES
1. For all proposals: Indicate any unique space requirements for new or modified curricula, and space likely to be released by the elimination or modification of existing curricula, and space likely to be released by the elimination or modification of existing curricula.
Not applicable
2. For all proposals: Indicate any new one-time or continuing costs for materials, equipment, services, or personnel directly associated with a new or modified curriculum. How will these costs be covered? Indicate any cost savings to be generated if an existing degree/major/minor/area of specialization is to be eliminated.
Not applicable
3. For all programs, or if an existing degree/major/minor/area of specialization to be modified: Indicate any unique library, computer, or instructional media resources that will be needed for new or modified curricula. Are they already available?
Not applicable
F. TIMETABLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION [For all proposals]
1. Provide a detailed timetable for events that will occur as the proposed program change is accomplished (e.g. addition or elimination of courses, hiring of faculty).
If approved, HDFS is prepared to deliver this program immediately. Most of the classes included in the minor are offered multiple times during the academic year. 
Fall 2020 - Submit a curriculum proposal for HDFS 3150--Introduction to Child Life as a new course for the minor.
Spring 2020 - If HDFS 3150 is approved, submit bluesheet to get approval for online delivery, which permits flexibility in course delivery and employment of qualified adjunct faculty outside of northwestern Ohio.  



G. OTHER INFORMATION

1. Provide other information that may be helpful in the review process, as appropriate.
     
