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Reading center reaches out
Dr. Trinka Messenheimer, 
director of the Martha  
Gesling Weber Reading Center, 
is working on spreading that 
message far and wide. With a 
charge from Dean Josué Cruz 
to extend the impact of the 
reading center, Messenheimer 
and the reading center faculty 
and staff are reaching out with 
new programs and projects.

This spring the reading center 
hosted a literacy conference on 
campus for nearly 100 teachers, 
students and literacy specialists. 
They participated in “Literacy 
by the Zillions,” which featured 
two keynote speakers, 18 
different break-out sessions 
and several displays.

Dr. Patrick Finn, author of 
“Literacy with an Attitude” 
opened the conference 
with his presentation on 
helping children receive the 
empowering education they 
deserve regardless of social or 
economic status. He discussed 
how educators can work with 

parents and students to change 
some of the educational 
mores that exist. During his 
time on campus, Finn also 
visited with students and 
faculty in classrooms and 
was a featured speaker for the 
2005 President’s Lecture Series, 
“Advocates for Change in the 
21st Century: Issues of Body, 
Mind, & Spirit.” The afternoon 
speaker at the literary confer-
ence was noted children’s 
author Jerry Pallotta, who 
shared his enthusiasm  
for the written word in 
children’s literature.

The conference will become 
an annual program of the 
reading center, Messenheimer 
said. This year’s conference 
was made possible by a gift 
from University professor 
emeritus Verlin Lee in memory 
of his wife Janet Schnupp-Lee, 
who was an early childhood 
educator at the University 
prior to her death in 2002. 
“The conference would have 
meant so much to Janet,” said 
Stacey Dudley, a one-time 
student and then colleague 
of Schnupp-Lee in the School 
of Teaching and Learning. 
“Her passion in life was 
people, teaching and children’s 
literature,” Dudley said.

Another outreach project to 
help put the Martha Gesling 
Weber Reading Center on 
the map and to involve more 
faculty is a children’s literary 
publication. “In Print!”   
will encourage northwest Ohio 
students from kindergarten 
through high school to submit 
writings and illustrations for 
publication in the twice-a-year 
literary magazine.

The first edition will include 
54 pages with all genres of 
school-appropriate writing 
and color illustrations, and 
a “teacher footnote” section, 
where teachers can describe the 
writing processes they use in 
the classroom. “Great writing 
deserves to be celebrated,”  
Messenheimer said.

Dr. Patrick Finn opened 
the literary conference on 
campus this spring.

College of Education and   
Human Development Facts 
Fall 2004
Students (Total) 6,084
 Undergraduate 4,845
 Undergraduate (educator prep) 3,732
 Graduate (degree program) 807
 Guest graduate (non-degree) 432
Faculty 148
Administrative Staff 13
Classified Staff 27
Alumni
 Total 56,487  
 Living 52,579

Dr. Seuss was 
right: “The more 
you read, the 
more things you 
will know. The 
more that you 
learn, the more 
places you’ll go.”

From the Dean 
Welcome to the first edition 
of Connexus–the alumni 
newsletter from the College 
of Education and Human 
Development (EDHD) 
at Bowling Green State 
University. Connexus is a 
Latin word that means “bound together by ties or 
friendship, kinship, etc.” In addition, the English 
word Nexus, which is contained within the Latin 
word Connexus, means “a connection, tie, or link 
between individuals of a group.” Our affiliation with 
the College of Education and Human Development 
at BGSU is what connects us–and this newsletter is 
one of our ways of maintaining that connection in 
order to keep you informed about what is currently 
happening within the College.

So much has recently happened in the College of 
Education and Human Development. I want to share 
just a few items here with you.

This past fall we appointed an Advocates Board for 
EDHD. This diverse group of eight distinguished 
alumni and friends are representative of the College’s 
varied programs and fields of study. Their purpose is 
to support and assist me in achieving the College’s 
stated goals and mission; offer leadership and insight; 
help identify and secure resources for major initiatives 
and priorities; and promote and advance the College, 
its academic programs, and the University as a whole. 
The initial Advocates Board includes Wiley Blevins, 
Derek Eiler, Manana Fribley, John Harrington and 
Sherrie Jones (all graduates of BGSU) as well as 
Myrna Bryan, Kathy Nyberg and Jed Osborn. This 
group encompasses a broad range of individuals 
including those from private business and industry 
enterprises to those from the public education sector. 
This group also represents individuals from many 
areas of the country including Ohio, Michigan, 
Georgia and New York. We are fortunate to have such 
dedicated individuals as part of our Advocates Board.

In addition to the Advocates Board, I am happy 
to report that for the 2005-06 academic year, the 
College of EDHD has awarded more than $155,000 
in scholarships to more than 152 students, ranging 
from $50 up to $4,000 for each individual. I am so 
pleased that we are able to assist these students in this 
way and make an impact on their lives and the lives 
of those they will touch in the future.

Thank you for your continued interest in and support 
of the College of Education and Human Develop-
ment. I look forward to more communication with 
you in the future. I hope you enjoy staying connected 
with us as much as we do with you.

Dr. Josué Cruz Jr.
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L
aTwila Ainsworth 
will be a better 
teacher because 
of a scholarship-
turned-mentorship 
she received at 
Bowling Green State 
University.

The senior integrated language 
arts major has benefited from 
a scholarship initiated by a 

Focus on a donor:  
Mentoring through scholarship

A generous donation from a BGSU education graduate has initiated funds for 
a visiting professor in the College of Education and Human Development, and 
two student scholarships. Sandusky philanthropist George L. Mylander ‘58,’70, 
together with the Mylander Foundation made a $2 million leadership gift to the 
University as part of Building Dreams: The Centennial Campaign for Bowling 
Green State University.

The donation, a combination of cash, stock and a deferred estate gift, estab-
lishes a scholarship at BGSU Firelands in the Sandusky-Huron area, an Alumni 
Laureate Scholarship at the main campus and the George L. Mylander Visiting 
Professorship in Education and Human Development. The visiting professor-
ship will bring distinguished educators to campus to teach and interact with 
students preparing for teaching careers.

Mylander, a BGSU graduate, is a retired teacher, administrator and civic leader. 
He is also immediate past chair of the board of directors of the Bowling Green 
State University Foundation Inc., a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization created 
to receive and manage all contributions from private sources for the benefit of  
the University.

In accepting the gift, President Sidney Ribeau thanked Mylander for his many 
years of support to the University as an education advocate whose grassroots 
efforts led to the creation of what is today BGSU Firelands.

 “George is a living example of the positive impact one person can make in his 
community,” Ribeau pointed out. “In the 1960s, he was among the  

community leaders who helped the people of the 
Firelands region realize their dream of having a state 
college in their own backyard. He has continued to 
provide leadership and support to BGSU ever since. 
His sustained efforts on behalf of BGSU Firelands 
are clearly visible. One need only look at the new 
$8 million Cedar Point Center which opened just 
a few weeks ago: George co-chaired the fundraising 
committee for this magnificent structure.

 “Now, with this gift of $2 million, he takes another 
step to keep quality education accessible to students-
those who will be the nation’s next generation of 
community leaders like George Mylander. I speak for 
all BGSU students now and in the future when I say 
we are indeed grateful,” Ribeau said.

 “BGSU has meant a great deal to me personally,” 
Mylander said of his reasons for making the contri-
bution. “I received a good quality education there 
from professors who cared deeply, and I want to be 
sure that other students have that same opportunity.

 “Bowling Green,” he continued, “is a very special 
place that serves its students and the general public 
well. We’re very fortunate to have Firelands College 
in the Sandusky-Huron area. It adds a great deal to 
the quality of life.”

BGSU graduate in honor of his 
non-BGSU graduate wife. Over 
two years ago, Bruce Nyberg 
’68 became re-engaged with his 
alma mater when he was asked 
to join the BGSU Foundation 
Board of Directors. He wanted 
to show his appreciation for 
the strong undergraduate 
experience BGSU offered 
him that provided a good 
foundation for the success 

he’s achieved in the banking 
industry. At the same time, he 
also wanted to honor his wife 
Kathy’s illustrious career as a 
high school English teacher. 
The solution was to create an 
endowed scholarship in their 
names that would benefit an 
education major from their 
hometown area of Detroit.

“We were put in touch with  
the right people and the 
scholarship-mentorship was 
created,” said Kathy Nyberg. 
“We’ve found it to be a 
win-win situation.”

Because enthusiasm of young 
people entering the education 
field is important to Nyberg, 
Ainsworth was a perfect match 
as the scholarship’s first-time 
recipient. “She is open, creative 
and intuitive,” Nyberg said 
about her young mentor.

The admiration is mutual. 
Ainsworth, who is most 
appreciative of the financial 
boost the scholarship gives to 
her, said, “It is the mentorship 
of Kathy Nyberg that has been 
the real reward.” 

Ainsworth had some 
instrumental teachers in her 
college preparatory high 
school in Detroit, which is why 
she knew long ago that she 
wanted to work in education. 
That is also how she knew the 
importance of good mentors. 
Despite the statistics that the 
majority of her 172-member 
class attended colleges in 
Michigan, she selected BGSU 
because of the President’s 
Leadership Academy, her 
involvement with the Way 
Ministries, which has an active 
chapter at the University, 
and BGSU’s shining degree 
program in Education. 

As she neared the half-way 
point of her educational  
career at the University, she 
sensed that having a mentor 
would be an important part 
of her continued educational 
process. Her wish was 
answered when she was asked 
if she was interested in the 
Nyberg scholarship. It’s an 
opportunity for which she is 
eternally grateful.

When Ainsworth was feeling 
overwhelmed by the pressures 
of student teaching in a nearby 
urban school, Nyberg helped 
her through the stress. The 
two spent nearly an entire 
day together talking through 
the issues and the solutions, 
discussing real, practical 
teaching skills “that she 
had utilized throughout her 
teaching career,” Ainsworth 
said. “She taught me the 
real-life version of how to map 
out a unit plan; she gave me 
the tools, the how-to’s,”  
she added.

Following graduation, as 
Ainsworth plans to attend 
graduate school elsewhere, 
she knows the relationship 
that has been forged through 
the initiation of a simple 
scholarship will go with her 
wherever she goes.  Whether 
she ends up in the classroom, 
or in a career that allows her 
to fulfill her goal of helping to 
re-map education policy, she 
will forever credit the Nybergs 
for the gift they shared with 
her at BGSU.

Education graduate, civic leader  
generously supports University

George L. Mylander
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Bowling Green State University has a dream. By december 
2008, the University plans to raise $120 million in order to 
increase scholarship, strengthen faculty and leadership 
positions, enhance initiatives and programs and sustain  
the University. 

On april 30, 2005, Building dreams: The Centennial Campaign 
for Bowling Green State University was publicly announced 
at a gala event in the Bowen-Thompson Student Union. The 
event was held to trumpet the success of the quiet phase 
of the campaign in which more than $74 million was raised 
since July 2002, and to encourage additional support for the 
campaign initiatives through the end of the campaign. 

The College of Education and Human development has its 
own goal within the campaign to raise $7 million. Since the 
beginning of the quiet phase of the campaign, alumni and 
friends of the College have made commitments of $4,123,439 
to support the priorities within the college. 

as part of that effort, our graduates were more than supportive 
of the 2004 Telefund in which 2,808 donors pledged a total 
of $152,349. additionally, during the University’s 2004 Family 
Campaign, which is the campus community’s fund-raising 
effort, the College recorded 76 percent participation by its 
faculty and staff.

To be part of the Building dreams Campaign, you may make a 
contribution to the University, to the College of Education and 
Human development or to a specific fund of your choice. To 
make an online gift or learn about other giving opportunities, 
visit www.bgsu.edu and click on “Make a Gift.”  

The College of Education and  
Human Development has:
• 16 graduate degree programs
• 23 undergraduate degree programs 
• 37 different licensure patterns
• 29 accredited specialty programs with various   
 certifications in athletics, dietetics, etc.

Teacher education field experience placements
2003-04: The College placed 1,398 students in 114 school 
districts, including 2 international school districts, at 300 
different sites.

Non-teacher education field experiences 
2003-04: The College placed approximately 300 students in 
80 different sites.

“Bowling 
Green is a  
very special 
place that 
serves its 
students and 
the general 
public well.”


