Examining immigrants’ Eaducational Factors and their Risk for Criminal Justice Contact
and Victimization

Background

The Segmented Assimilation Theory
posits that there are different pathways
and different assimilation outcomes for
immigrants (Portes & Zhou, 1993). It
appears this way through literature as
well, indicating that education is a way for
Immigrants to assimilate to mainstream
America, suggesting that the lack of
educational success can lead to a
downward assimilation pattern, increasing
the risk of being arrested and
Incarcerated, or being victimized.

Current Research

This study analyzes 1st, 2", and 2.5
generation Cuban, Mexican, and Filipino
immigrants and how their educational
aspirations and expectations influence
later contact with the criminal justice
system and victimization.

Children of Immigrants Longitudinal

Study (CILS) (1991-2006)

* Surveyed young adults entering
high school and followed them
through their mid-twenties

« Analysis uses variables from Waves
1-3 for Cubans, Mexicans, and
Filipinos (N=2,800)

Dependent Variables
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Conclusion

Being Mexican, proficient in English,
and having been victimized
increased the likelihood of having
contact with the criminal justice
system

Being female, having a higher GPA,
and higher education reduced the
likelihood of having contact with the
criminal justice system

Being Filipino, 2.5 generation,
experiencing school victimization,
perceiving discrimination, and
having contact with the CJS
increased likelihood of victimization

! Limitations |

* In W3 the respondents are still
young adults (average age 24),
so it is possible that some are
still working on their higher
education goals
The sample size is reduced due
to sample attrition and missing
data
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