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The purpose of this conference is to describe why and how the measurement of family 

related demographic phenomena matters and to discuss and recommend how best to 

improve current data collection practices to more accurately depict family change and 

behavior. This conference is a follow-up to the workshop “Counting Couples: Improving 

Marriage, Divorce, Remarriage, and Cohabitation Data in the Federal Statistical System,” 

held December 13 and 14, 2001 at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD.
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