






Note. Numbers in thousands. Based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) samples for 1900-2000 

Censuses and 2006, 2007, 2008 American Community Surveys.  Adapted from Table 3 "Population in Multi-

Generational Households by Race-Hispanic Origin: 1900-2008," March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational 

Family Household, by Pew Research Center.  

 

Year

Total 

Population

Population 

Living in 

MGHH

Population 

Not Living 

in MGHH

1900 77,057 18,252 58,805

1910 92,350 21,062 71,288

1920 106,032 24,323 81,709

1930 122,850 28,205 94,645

1940 130,344 32,252 98,092

1950 152,206 32,161 120,045

1960 179,293 26,845 152,448

1970 202,963 25,799 177,164

1980 262,862 27,537 235,325

1990 248,108 35,400 212,708

2000 281,422 42,426 238,996

2008 304,060 49,044 255,016



Year

Total 

Population Men Women

1900 24% 23% 25%

1910 23% 21% 24%

1920 23% 22% 24%

1930 23% 22% 24%

1940 25% 24% 26%

1950 21% 20% 22%

1960 15% 14% 16%

1970 13% 12% 14%

1980 12% 12% 13%

1990 14% 14% 15%

2000 15% 14% 16%

2008 16% 15% 17%

Note. Based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) samples for 1900-2000 Censuses and 2006, 

2007, 2008 American Community Surveys. Adapted from Table 2 "Percent of Population in Multi-Generational 

Households, by Race-Hispanic Origin: 1900-2008," March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational Family 

Household, by Pew Research Center.  



Percent

Total Population in MGHH 16%

White 13%

Black 23%

Hispanic 22%

Asian 25%

Note.  Hispanics are of any race. White, Black, and Asian include only non-Hispanics. Based on Pew Research 

Center analysis of 2008 American Community Survey (IPUMS). Adapted from Figure "Share of Population in Multi-

Generational Family Household, by Age and Gender, 2008," March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational 

Family Household, by Pew Research Center. 



Grandparents 

Living With 

Grandchildren 

Under 18

Grandparents 

Responsible for

Grandchildren

Total 6,207,179 2,541,364

No Presence of Parent 15% 37%

Sex

Male 36% 37%

Female 65% 63%

Age

30-59 (X) 1,710,669

60 and Over (X) 830,695

Race/Ethnicity

White 60.6% 61.8%

Black 19.6% 24.2%

American Indian and Alaska 

Native 1.4% 2.0%

Asian 7.3% 2.9%

Native Hawaiian and Other 

Pacific Islander 0.3% 0.3%

Some Other Race 9.1% 7.1%

Two or More Races 1.6% 1.7%

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 23.1% 18.7%

Marital Status

Now Married (including 

separated and spouse absent) 63% 71%

Unmarried (never married, 

widowed, and divorced) 37% 29%

Poverty Level

Income in the Past 12 Months 

Below Poverty Level 15% 20%

Income in the Past 12 Months at 

or Above Poverty Level 85% 80%

Note. An (X) indicates that the information is not presented. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American 

Community Survey.  Adapted from Table S1002 Grandparents.  

 



Note. Adapted from Table 2 "Selected Characteristics of Grandparents Living With Grandchildren for the United 

States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: 2000," by Tavia Simmons & Jane Lawler Dyer, October 2003, 

Grandparents Living with Grandchildren: 2000, by the U.S. Census Bureau.  

 

 

United States 3.6

Alabama 4

Alaska 3.2

Arizona 4.1

Arkansas 3.8

California 5.1

Colorado 2.8

Connecticut 2.7

Delaware 3.7

District of Columbia 5.3

Florida 3.5

Georgia 4.4

Hawaii 7

Idaho 2.5

Illinois 3.7

Indiana 2.8

Iowa 1.7

Kansas 2.4

Kentucky 3

Louisiana 5.1

Maine 1.7

Maryland 4.1

Massachusetts 2.6

Michigan 3

Minnesota 1.6

Mississippi 5.5

Missouri 2.8

State Percent

Missouri 2.8

Montana 2.1

Nebraska 1.8

Nevada 4

New Hampshire 2

New Jersey 3.7

New Mexico 4.6

New York 3.8

North Carolina 3.5

North Dakota 1.3

Ohio 2.8

Oklahoma 3.5

Oregon 2.6

Pennsylvania 2.8

Rhode Island 2.8

South Carolina 4.4

South Dakota 1.9

Tennessee 3.7

Texas 5.1

Utah 3.9

Vermont 1.5

Virginia 3.4

Washington 2.5

West Virginia 2.8

Wisconsin 1.8

Wyoming 2.2

State Percent

United States 3.6

Alabama 4

Alaska 3.2

Arizona 4.1

Arkansas 3.8

California 5.1

Colorado 2.8

Connecticut 2.7

Delaware 3.7

District of Columbia 5.3

Florida 3.5

Georgia 4.4

Hawaii 7

Idaho 2.5

Illinois 3.7

Indiana 2.8

Iowa 1.7

Kansas 2.4

Kentucky 3

Louisiana 5.1

Maine 1.7

Maryland 4.1

Massachusetts 2.6

Michigan 3

Minnesota 1.6

Mississippi 5.5

Missouri 2.8



Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American 

Community Survey 1-Year Estimates. Percentages derived 

from Table B10051 - Grandparents Living with Own 

Grandchildren under 18 Years by Presence of Parent of 

Grandchildren and Age of Grandparents. Percentages 

were calculated by American Community Survey staff.  

 

 

Rank State Percent MOE (+/-)

1 Kentucky 59% 2.9

2 Arkansas 59% 4.1

3 Mississippi 58% 3.3

4 West Virginia 57% 3.8

5 Alabama 56% 2.5

6 Indiana 55% 2.6

6 North Dakota 55% 11.3

6 South Dakota 55% 7.9

9 Louisiana 55% 3

10 North Carolina 53% 2.2

11 Oklahoma 52% 3

12 New Mexico 52% 5.5

13 Tennessee 51% 2.5

14 Montana 49% 7.4

15 South Carolina 49% 2.9

16 Kansas 48% 4.4

17 Missouri 47% 2.4

18 Alaska 47% 7.6

19 Wyoming 47% 10.9

20 Idaho 46% 5.7

21 Ohio 46% 1.9

22 Delaware 46% 6.5

23 Texas 45% 1.2

24 Georgia 45% 1.7

25 Nebraska 43% 5.5

26 Iowa 43% 4.4

27 Maine 42% 7.2

28 Virginia 41% 2.6

28 Wisconsin 41% 3

30 Colorado 41% 3.5

United States 40% 0.4

31 Michigan 40% 1.9

32 Minnesota 40% 3.3

33 Nevada 39% 3.4

33 Pennsylvania 39% 2.1

35 Arizona 39% 2.8

36 Washington 38% 2.1

37 Oregon 38% 3.3

38 Florida 38% 1.7

39 Illinois 38% 1.8

40 Maryland 36% 2.6

41 Vermont 35% 9.4

42 Utah 34% 3.5

43 District of Columbia 34% 8.3

44 Connecticut 34% 3.6

45 New York 33% 1.3

46 New Hampshire 33% 5.5

47 Rhode Island 31% 6.6

48 Massachusetts 29% 2.7

49 California 29% 0.9

50 New Jersey 27% 2.1

51 Hawaii 21% 3.2



Note. N = 193. 
a
Respondents were asked to report all reasons for assuming care of the target grandchild that 

applied to their situation. 
b
Grandparents were excluded from the study if the deceased parent was their own 

offspring. Adapted from Table 1 "Descriptive Demographic Statistics for Study Sample," by Gregory C. Smith & 

Gregory R. Hancock, February 2010, Custodial grandmother-grandfather dyads: Pathways among marital distress, 

grandparent dysphoria, parenting practice, and grandchild adjustment, Family Relations, 59(1), 45-59.  

 

 

n %

Reasons for Care a

Parent Substance Abuse 100 52%

Parent Incarceration 91 47%

Removed From Parent Custody 61 32%

Physical or Emotional Abuse 57 30%

Parent Mental/Health 56 3%

Child Abandonment 47 24%

Teen Pregnancy 35 18%

Parent Physical Health 26 14%

One Parent Deceasedb 9 5%

Other Reasons 30 16%

Location

Large City 38 20%

Small City or Suburb 70 36%

Small Town 34 18%

Rural 49 25%

Other 2 1%

Legal Arrangements With Grandchild

Formal Custody 71 37%

Guardianship 55 29%

Adoption 31 16%

Foster Parent 6 3%

Currently Seeking 11 6%

None 19 10%



Grandparents 

Living with 

Grandchildren

Grandparents 

Responsible for 

Grandchildren

Grandparent's Age

30 to 39 269,694 161,652

40 to 49 1,360,278 708,049

50 to 59 1,824,500 850,877

60 to 69 1,378,378 508,757

70 to 79 733,440 172,471

80 and Over 205,381 24,924

Note. Adapted from Table 4 "Grandparents Living With Grandchildren, Responsible for Coresident Grandchildren, 

and Duration of Responsibility by Sex and Age: 2000," by Tavia Simmons & Jane Lawler Dye, October 2003, 

Grandparents Living With Grandchildren: 2000, by U.S. Census Bureau. 

 



Grandmother 

Only

Partnered

 Grandmother

Grandmother 

Only

Partnered

 Grandmother

Self-Rated Physical Health

Poor 15% 11% 21% 10%

Fair 26% 23% 21% 7%

Good 30% 36% 28% 41%

Very Good 21% 19% 16% 20%

Excellent 1% 11% 14% 22%

Skipped-Generation

 Household (no parent)

Three-Generation Household

 (at least one parent)

Note. N=1,363. Data are from the 1997 and 1999 waves of the National Survey of America’s Families. Adapted 

from Table 2 "Characteristics of Grandmother Caregivers by Household Structure," by Hwa-Ok Hannah Park, June 

2006, The economic well-being of households headed by a grandmother as caregiver, Social Service Review, 80(2), 

264-296.  

 

 

 



Note. Numbers in thousands. Based on Current Population Survey. Adapted from Table 10 "Children Living in 

Non-Grandparent and Grandparent-Headed Households, 2001-2010," by James H. Johnson, Jr. & John D. 

Kasarda, January 2011, Six Disruptive Demographic Trends: What Census 2010 Will Reveal, by Frank Hawkins 

Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise. 

Householder Type Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All 72,006 100.0% 74,718 100.0% 2,712 3.8%

No Grandparents 66,292 92.0% 67,209 90.0% 917 1.4%

Both Grandparents 1,839 2.6% 2,610 3.5% 771 41.9%

Grandmother Only 1,758 2.4% 1,922 2.6% 164 9.3%

Grandfather Only 247 0.3% 318 0.4% 71 28.7%

20102001 2001-2010



Note. Numbers in thousands. Based on Current Population Survey. Adapted from Table 11 "Children Living in 

Non-Grandparent and Grandparent-Headed Households by Presence of Parents, 2010," by James H. Johnson, Jr. 

& John D. Kasarda, January 2011, Six Disruptive Demographic Trends: What Census 2010 Will Reveal, by Frank 

Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise. 

 

All 

Children

Living With 

Both Parents

Living With 

Mother Only

Living With

 Father Only

Living With 

Neither Parent

All 74,718 69% 23% 3% 4%

No Grandparents 67,209 73% 21% 3% 2%

Both Grandparents 2,610 18% 41% 5% 36%

Grandmother Only 1,922 14% 48% 5% 33%

Grandfather Only 318 26% 46% 4% 24%

Householder Type



Note. Numbers in thousands. Based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) samples for 1900-2000 

Censuses and 2006, 2007, 2008 American Community Surveys. Adapted from Table 3 "Population in Multi-

Generational Households by Race-Hispanic Origin: 1900-2008," March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational 

Family Household, by Pew Research Center. 

 

18,252
24%

21,062
23%

24,323
23%

28,205
23%

32,252
25%

32,161
21%

26,845
15%

25,799
13%

27,537
10% 35,400

14%

42,426
15%

49,044
16%
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Population Not in MGHH (in thousands)



Note. “Other” refers to living in group quarters. One-generation household - households that consist of only one 

generation; for example, a married or cohabiting couple, a single person, siblings, or roommates. These households 

can be made up of families or non-families. Two-generation family household - households that include a parent or 

parents and their child or children under age 25 (including stepchildren). Multi-generational family household - the 

following family households are included in this category: Two generations - parents (or in-laws) and adult children 

ages 25 and older (or children-in-law); either generation can “head” the household -- Three generations - parents 

(or in-laws), adult children (and spouse or children-in-law), grandchildren – “Skipped” generation - grandparents 

and grandchildren, without parents (including step-generation) -- More than three generations. Based on total U.S. 

population of 304 million. Adapted from Pew Research Center analysis of 2008 American Community Survey 

(IPUMS); From Figure “Share of Population in Various Generational Household Types, 2008,” March 2010, The 

Return of the Multi-Generational Family Household, by Pew Research Center.       

 

47%
34%

16%
3%

Two Generations (parent/minor 
child)
One Generation

Multi-Generational

Other



Note. Based on Integrated Public-Use Microdata Series (IPUMS) samples for 1900-2000 Censuses and 2006, 2007, 

2008 American Community Surveys.  Adapted from Table 2 “Percent of Population in Multi-Generational 

Households, by Race-Hispanic Origin: 1900-2008,” March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational Family 

Household, by Pew Research Center. 
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Note. Based on Pew Research Center analysis of 2008 American Community Survey (IPUMS). Adapted from 

Figure titled as “Share of Population in Multi-Generational Family Household, by Age and Gender, 2008,” 

March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational Family Household, by Pew Research Center. 
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Note. Hispanics are of any race. White, Black, and Asian include only non-Hispanics. Based on Pew Research Center 

analysis of 2008 American Community Survey (IPUMS). Adapted from Figure “Share of Population in Multi-

Generational Family Household, by Age and Gender, 2008,” March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational 

Family Household, by Pew Research Center. 
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Note. Two generations - parents (or in-laws) and adult children ages 25 and older (or children-in-law); either 
generation can "head” the household. Three generations - parents (or in-laws), adult children (and spouse or 
children-in-law), grandchildren. “Skipped” generation - grandparents and grandchildren, without parents 
(including step-generation). Based on Pew Research Center analysis of 2008 American Community Survey 
(IPUMS). Definitions adapted from page 2. Adapted from figure titled "Living Arrangements Among Those in 
Multi-Generational Family Households," March 2010, The Return of the Multi-Generational Family Household, by 
Pew Research Center.    
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey. Adapted from Table S1002. 
Grandparents. 

 

6,207,179

2,541,364

Total Living With Own Grandchildren Under 
18 Years

Total Responsible for Grandchildren



Note. Adapted from Table 2 “Selected Characteristics of Grandparents Living With Grandchildren for the United 
States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: 2000,” by Tavia Simmons & Jane Lawler Dyer, October 2003, 
Grandparents Living with Grandchildren: 2000, by the U.S. Census Bureau.

 



Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. 
 



Note. N = 193. Respondents were asked to report all reasons for assuming care of the target grandchild that applied 
to their situation. Adapted from Table  1 “Descriptive Demographic Statistics for Study Sample,” by Gregory C. Smith 
& Gregory R. Hancock, February 2010, Custodial grandmother-grandfather dyads: Pathways among marital distress, 
grandparent dysphoria, parenting practice, and grandchild adjustment, Family Relations, 59(1), 45-59. 
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Note. N = 193. Respondents were asked to report all reasons for assuming care of the target grandchild that 
applied to their situation. Adapted from Table  1 “Descriptive Demographic Statistics for Study Sample,” by 
Gregory C. Smith & Gregory R. Hancock, February 2010, Custodial grandmother-grandfather dyads: Pathways 
among marital distress, grandparent dysphoria, parenting practice, and grandchild adjustment, Family 
Relations, 59(1), 45-59. 
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey. Adapted from Table S1002. 
Grandparents. 
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey. Adapted from Table S1002. 
Grandparents. 
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Summary File 3, special tabulations. Adapted from Table 4 
“Grandparents Living With Grandchildren, Responsible for Coresident Grandchildren, and Duration of Responsibility 
by Sex and Age: 2000,” by Tavia Simmons & Jane Lawler Dye, October 2003, Grandparents Living With 
Grandchildren: 2000, by U.S. Census Bureau. 
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey. Adapted from Table S1002. 
Grandparents.   
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Note. Based on U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 American Community Survey. Adapted from Table S1002. 
Grandparents. 
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Note. N = 193. Respondents were asked to report all reasons for assuming care of the target grandchild that 

applied to their situation. Adapted from Table 1 “Descriptive Demographic Statistics for Study Sample,” by Gregory 

C. Smith & Gregory R. Hancock, February 2010, Custodial grandmother-grandfather dyads: Pathways among 

marital distress, grandparent dysphoria, parenting practice, and grandchild adjustment, Family Relations, 59(1), 

45-59. 
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Note. Data are from the 1997 and 1999 waves of the National Survey of America’s Families. Adapted from Table 2 

"Characteristics of Grandmother Caregivers by Household Structure," by Hwa-Ok Hannah Park, June 2006, The 

economic well-being of households headed by a grandmother as caregiver, Social Service Review, 80(2), 264-296. 
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73

18

14

26

21

41

48
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3

5
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36
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24
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No 
Grandparents

Both 
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Grandmother 

Only

Grandfather 

Only

Living With Both Parents Living With Mother Only

Living With Father Only Living With Neither Parent

Note. Based on Current Population Survey. Adapted from Table 11 "Children Living in Non-Grandparent and 

Grandparent-Headed Households by Presence of Parents, 2010," by James H. Johnson, Jr. & John D. Kasarda, 

January 2011, Six Disruptive Demographic Trends: What Census 2010 Will Reveal, by Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute 

of Private Enterprise. 



Note. Adapted from Table 10 "Children Living in Non-Grandparent and Grandparent Households, 2001-2010," by 

James H. Johnson, Jr. & John D. Kasarda, January 2011, Six Disruptive Demographic Trends: What Census 2010 Will 

Reveal, by Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise. 
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