Welcome to the University Libraries at Bowling Green State University!

The computers you see in this main lobby area are primarily for research only.  The BGSU Libraries Catalog (for locating books and other materials) and the OhioLINK Research Databases (for locating articles) may be accessed through the Internet on these computers. Printing is free. To save files on the Library machines, it is easiest to use flash drives or to email files to yourself. 

A Word About OhioLINK

OhioLINK is a statewide library consortium that enables students at member institutions to borrow books from other participating libraries.  This also enables member academic libraries to pool their money to purchase subscription research databases that help students find articles on just about any research topic imaginable.  Many of these articles are even available full-text which means that students can print them from their computer terminals, in many instances, from their residence halls.

A variety of student employment opportunities are available at the University Libraries.  Work-study students are welcome.  If interested, stop by the Administrative Office on the second floor of Jerome Library to fill out an application.

Library hours vary and are posted on the outside of the building and on the library web site (http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/library/).

Station 1

Circulation Desk

· Materials from the circulating collection and those items borrowed through OhioLINK may be checked out here.

· The lost and found is located here and you may get change for copies or vending machines as well.

· Overdue BGSU books cost .25/day & overdue OhioLINK books cost .50/day.

· Students can renew books online in the BGSU Libraries Catalog.

· For more circulation details, read the Circulation Survival Guide!  Copies of this are located on the Circulation Desk countertop or online at http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/library/.
Station 2

Reserve Reading Room

· Faculty and teaching assistants place course-reading materials on short-term loans of 2 hours, one day or three days.  This is so the entire class can read the material without each of you hunting it down.  Please be respectful of your classmates and return the materials in good order.  You may photocopy materials placed on reserve.  Some instructors are electing to use electronic reserves, which means materials will be accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  He or she will provide you with details if this is the case.

· Use the BGSU Libraries Catalog for listings of reserve material (searchable by course or instructor).  You will need to present the student at the reserve desk with a call number for the item you are requesting.

· Typewriters, photocopiers, and the video viewing room are also located here.

Station 3
Oversized Collection

· Located at the end of the main library circulating stacks after the Z’s.  This collection includes books from the main circulating stacks that are too large to fit on regular shelving.

Video Collection

· All videos in the main library first floor collection are located in this area. More videos are available in the k-12 Curriculum Resource Center collection on the second floor. We also have several online resources for identifying videos at http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/library/additional/videot.html.
Station 4
Main Library First Floor Circulating Stacks

· Unlike the Dewey Decimal System used in most high school and public libraries, most academic libraries use the Library of Congress Classification System.  This system starts out with a letter arrangement rather than a numerical arrangement.  Books are grouped by subject.  Please stop by the reference desk for assistance.

· If you are looking for a book on a particular topic or issue, start by using the BGSU Libraries Catalog from any of the computer terminals available in the main lobby.  All of the computers automatically default to the library web page. Click on the BGSU Libraries Catalog and start out with a keyword search.

· A's start against the north wall and wrap around to the Z's by the Pallister Conference Room.

· You may check out any of the books from this collection. The loan period is three weeks with an option to renew items for an additional three weeks.

Station 5

Pallister Conference Room

· This meeting room is used by library staff for meetings, workshops, and class presentations

· It is also available to other University groups for meetings, workshops, special lectures or conferences.

Station 6
Electronic Reading Room (Rm. 125)

· This is a library instruction classroom.  Professors contact the librarians to teach students about library resources and finding information. 

· This room may also be used for Library and Internet research when not reserved for a class.  There is a central printer towards the front of the room.

Station 7
Computer Lab (Rm. 122)

· This is a full-service computer lab maintained by Information Technology Services (ITS).  This is where you would go to write papers, create spreadsheets or develop power point presentations.

· Hours are posted on the outside of the door or you may call the ITS office, consult the ITS web site or call at the main reference desk.

Station 8
Elevators to Special Collections
Curriculum Resource Center (2ND FLOOR)

· For K-12 education materials and children’s and young adult literature.

Music Library and Sound Recording Archives (3RD FLOOR)

· Considered the nation’s premier collection of popular music sound recordings, contains 600,000 recordings representing all styles of popular music and all recorded formats.  Serves not only campus patrons but researchers from around the world.

Popular Culture Library (4TH FLOOR)

· Supports research in popular culture, American culture, literature, film, television, and graphic design, through its collections of fiction and non-fiction materials from the late 19th and 20th century.  Subjects covered include:

BOOKS ON THE OCCULT, GAMES, SPORTS, HUMOR, PERFORMING ARTS, ETIQUETTE AND ADVICE, MYSTERY AND DETECTIVE STORIES, SCIENCE FICTION, ROMANCE NOVELS AND COOKERY.

· Non-book materials include manuscript collections, comic books, political buttons, movie posters, postcards and mail order catalogs, to name a few.

Center for Archival Collections &

Historical Collections of the Great Lakes (5TH AND 6TH FLOORS)

· Center for Archival Collections houses BGSU archives, Northwest Ohio historical documents, special and rare books, and manuscripts.

· Historical Collections of the Great Lakes collects and preserves materials related to the history of the Great Lakes and connecting waterways.

7th floor is for group study & 8TH floor is for quiet study. Vending machines are on the 7th floor.
Station 9
Research & Information Desk

· This Help Desk is staffed with a librarian and a student information desk assistant nearly all of the hours that the library is open.

· Please feel free to ask for assistance at any time.  We are here to help locate materials, assist in constructing search strategies and to aid in troubleshooting research problems.

Station 10
Reference Collection 
· The books in this collection are for use in the library only.  The collection includes INDEXES, DICTIONARIES, ENCYCLOPEDIAS, HANDBOOKS (Current materials—cannot be checked out)

· No need to re-shelve books in this area.

Station 11
Photocopy room

· Color copies available for .99

· Transparencies may be made. Sheets may be purchased at the Circulation Desk.

· Regular copies available for .15 if paying with coins or .09 with the purchase of a copy card. Copy cards cost one dollar and work like a debit card. They may be purchased from a machine inside the photocopy room, by the circulation desk or charged to your bursar account at the Circulation Desk (station 1).  Don't forget to sign your copy card in case you lose it. 

· For in-person assistance with photocopiers, ask for help at the Research and Information Desk.

Newspapers 

· A current list of newspapers is available on the pillar by the atrium.

· We also offer a variety of newspapers online through the Library Research Databases. Ask at the Research and Information Desk for a more detailed explanation.

Stations 12 & 13
Current and Bound Journals/Magazines
· Journals/magazines published during the previous 12 months are arranged alphabetically in the Current Periodicals Collection.

· Older issues of journals/magazines are arranged alphabetically in the Bound Periodical Collection.

· Students may ask at the Periodicals Help Desk for microfiche/microfilm or for assistance with microfiche and microfilm reader machines (can print copies for .15).

· Students will benefit from using the Library Research Databases (indexes) to identify articles on their topic before just wandering around the periodicals section. We also subscribe to a variety of online only journals.

Station 14
Government Documents 

· In addition to housing local, state and federal level government documents of the United States, this collection also includes some government documents of Canada.

· This collection is arranged by a different call number system (see poster outside the Gov. Docs. Office about the Su Doc call number system).

· Come to the reference desk for assistance or stop by the Government Documents office 8:00-5:00, Monday-Friday.

Questions? Stop by any of the Research & Information Desk for in-person assistance!

