CREATE YOUR OWN COMIC STRIP

	 Lesson Topic:
 Creating Comic Strips
	Grade Level:   4

	Teacher’s Initials:
	Day  1 of  4


Instructional Goals:
	This is a general statement indicating what you intend that students will understand or do.




Rationale:
	The students will learn about comic strips, the parts of comic strips and how they are another genre of writing. It is important for students to understand and use this genre because it allows them creative freedom to express themselves through writing and composition.


Objectives:
	· Students will be able to show their understanding of comic strips by creating an ending to the book Captain Underpants and the Wrath of the Wicked Wedgie Woman.

· Students will be able to create a comic strip that includes speech bubbles, colorful pictures, and the use of protagonist and antagonist.


Resources:
	· Samples of comic strips (Sunday funnies preferred) 

· Markers or crayons or colored pencils 

· Drawing paper 

· Pencil 

· Ruler 

· Tracing paper (optional) 

· Jones, C. (1996).Chuck Reducks: Drawing from the fun side of life. Warner Books: New York.
· Larson, G. (1989). The prehistory of the far side: a 10th anniversary exhibit. Andrews McMeel: Kansas City.

· Pellowski, M. (1995). The art of making comic books. Learner Publications: Minneapolis.

· Schulz, C. (1996). Funny pictures: cartooning with charles m. schulz. Harper Collins: New York.

· Scott, E. (1993). Funny papers: behind the scenes of comics. Morrow Junior Books: New York.

· Trimboli, G. (1990). Charles m. schulz: 40 years—life and art. Pharos Books: New York.
· The frames template for students to create their comic strip on.


Procedures:  (Three Components)

	I.  Readiness/Motivation for Lesson                                    

· Announce to students: Now that we have read up to this point in Captain Underpants, it is now time for us to stop and create our own endings to the book. I know you have all been very interested in what will happen next to George and Harold.

· To students: We are going to switch gears and now we will be getting into the "dirt" of what it takes to make a good comic strip.  You have seen how Dav Pilkey has created his book up to this point, let's use what we have seen and apply it to what we will learn about comic strips so that you can start your Lilaquest and save George and Harold from the Wicked Wedgie Woman!

II.  Lesson Focus:                                                                   

· To students: Let's talk about what all comic strips should have:

· Pictures;

· Words in each frame to explain what is going on;

· Speech bubbles;

· Protagonist and antagonist;

· And the use of color and organization to help tell the story.

· These are all important parts of a comic strip, and you will have to incorporate them all into the comic strip to tell a full conclusion of what will happen to George and Harold.

· Pictures are important because they illustrate what the character is doing, thinking and feeling. Without pictures, there would not be a comic strip. Comic strips are interesting because they mainly consist of pictures and some words. 

· Comics are able to tell a story in a short and creative way, allowing the reader to use his/her own imagination to fill in the "gaps".

· Speech bubbles allow the characters in the comic to have a "voice" in the storyline. There is no need to overuse these, because comics are supposed to be mainly pictures.  However, if you do not have enough speech bubbles then the readers will not know what your characters are thinking.

· Bright colors and organization are the main "attention-getter" of a comic strip.  If your comic is funny and has a loud theme to it, then it might be best to use bright, vibrant colors to help to show the expression of the characters and plot.
· Protagonist and antagonist are very important parts of the comic strip.  They help to determine how the comic will play out and who will have what role in it.  You will learn more about protagonist and antagonist when you do the Lilaquest, so keep your eyes peeled for valuable information!

· While you are working on your Lilaquest, there will be extra books available for you to use if you have any questions concerning character development and the creation of comic strips.

III.  Closure to Lesson                                                            

· To the students: Now that I have given you a brief overview of comics, what they are and what all they entail you can go and begin to work on your Lilaquest with your assigned partner, and remember what you have learned before about following the roles you have been given.  Be reminded that it is imperative that you stay on task and if you have any questions, do not hesitate to raise your hand and ask me or to refer to the books that are available to you in the front of the classroom.
Follow-Up (Enrichment)

· The follow-up to this lesson will be that the students will do the Lilaquest on their computers.  They will be given ample time to complete the Lilaquest and will be evaluated based upon their completed comic strip with their partner and the presentation of it to the class. 


