SHERONA D. GARRETT-RUFFIN, Ph.D.

1451 Clough Street Apt. 208A

Bowling Green, OH 43403

(419) 372-0524 (Office)

(419)352-8681 (Home)

sgarret@bgnet.bgsu.edu

EDUCATION

Kent State University, Doctorate of Philosophy, December 2002, Neuroscience

Oberlin College, Bachelor of Arts, May 1993, Biopsychology

Dissertation Topic:  The Effects of Diazepam on Behavioral Disinhibition

Advisor: Dr. Stuart  P. Taylor

RESEARCH INTERESTS: 
My research interests include investigating the effects of learning communities on students’ cognitive and social development. 

COURSES TAUGHT:

Introductory Psychology
Human Anatomy and Physiology

Impact of Science on Sex and Race

Physiological Psychology

University Orientation

WORKSHOPS TAUGHT:

Science Workshops (First-Year students)

Research Methods

Careers in Science

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

8/04-Present

Assistant Director and Instructor




Bowling Green State University 




Chapman Community

POPULATION: First-Year and Second-Year undergraduate students from a variety of majors and educational backgrounds.
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Teach General Psychology.

Recruit and retain students.

Serve as liaison between academic and student affairs.

Design and implement specialized programming.

Recruit and collaborate with university faculty and staff.

Determine assessment needs and research protocols.

Prepare reports for university constituency.

Duties also include public relations, personnel and budgetary management. 

4/04-7/04

Director




Kent State University




Creative Connections Institute (Summer Program)
POPULATION:  Gifted and talented high school students throughout Northeast Ohio.

Recruit, train and supervise teachers and residential hall staff.

Planned programs and procedures for the program.

Established and measured outcomes for the program.

7/02-5/04

Project Director




Kent State University




Science Learning Community

POPULATION:  First-Year undergraduate science students from diverse cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Recruit and retain science students.

Serve as liaison between academic and student affairs.

Design and implement Science Learning Community.

Recruit and train university faculty and staff.

Determine assessment needs and research protocols.

Prepare reports for university constituency.

Write grants and procure funds.

Duties also include public relations, personnel and budgetary management. 

8/99-6/02
 
Coordinator 

Kent State University 

Upward Bound Math/Science Center

U.S. Department of Education

POPULATION:  Undergraduate, high school and middle school students and parents from diverse cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds.  
Vita Garrett-Ruffin, Continued pg. 3
Advised students on academic and social concerns.

Developed, implemented and evaluated of science education programs. 

Recruited, hired and trained program participants and staff. 

Determined assessment needs and research protocols.  

Assisted teaching staff with the implementation of laboratory research opportunities, curriculum design and delivery of distant learning opportunities. 

Prepared reports for university constituency and United States Department of Education.

Duties also included public relations, personnel and budgetary management. 

5/93-8/99
 
Project Director

Kuumba Science Project

POPULATION: High school students traditionally underrepresented in math and science based careers.

Served as science education consultant for the Akron Public School System and numerous educational entities within Northeastern, Ohio. 

Developed and implemented science workshops. 

Prepared proposals for continued funding.

Duties also included public relations, personnel and budgetary management.

5/98-8/99

Academic Advisor 
The University of Akron

Upward Bound Math/Science Program

POPULATION: First-generation and/or low-income high school students.
Advised students on appropriate course of study, college admission and financial aid processes. 

Developed curriculum for the “Careers in Science Course”. 

Conducted workshops on a variety of topics such as mentorship in higher education, study skills, self-esteem and time management.  

Responsible for developing databases and recruitment of local students. 

8/91-5/93 

Learning Assistance Intern  

Oberlin College
Student Support Service
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POPULATION: College students from diverse cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Duties included designing and managing education programs for students, parents, faculty and staff. 

Advised students on social and academic concerns. 

Made strategic plans, referrals and maintained records of student progress. 
5/89-8/89 

Director 
The Salvation Army Day Camp. 

POPULATION: Middle school students within the Northeastern, Ohio area.

Developed and coordinated daily academic and social activities for middle school youth with both emotional disturbances and learning disabilities, including autistic children.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

7/02-5/04

Project Director




Kent State University




Science Learning Community

Teach and design University Orientation Courses and SLC modules to supplement course material (Biology/ Chemistry/Psychology/English).  Guest lecturer in psychology and introductory biology courses.

(6/02-7/02) 

Workshop Instructor


 

Kent State University
Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program 

Conducted weekly workshop series on research methods and graduate school preparation.

(8/93-5/99) 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Kent State University
Department of Biological Sciences

Department of Psychology
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Conducted weekly lecture series with laboratory component for college level human physiology courses. Taught upper-division undergraduate course in physiological psychology.  Supervised undergraduate research opportunities.

 (1/97-5/98) 

Graduate Teaching Assistant
Kent State University
Department of Pan-African Studies
 Created new course titled “The Impact of Science on Sex and Race”.

(6/97-6/04) (Summers) Science Instructor 

  Kent State University
  The Office of Cultural Diversity  
Taught and designed science clinic curriculum for freshmen in the Academic Stars Program.  The clinic emphasized science and societal issues, basic mathematical concepts, research methods and science anxiety. 

(6/91-8/99) (Summers) Biology/Chemistry Teacher 
   Kent State University
 


   Upward Bound Program
Taught and developed course curriculum, including laboratory components, field trips and Internet activities.

(6/97-8/97) (Summer)   Science Instructor

 


   Kent State University
   The College of Education 

Taught and designed human biology course curriculum for seventh grade students in the Bridges II program.

(2/92-5/92) 

   Experimental College Instructor 

   Oberlin College
   Oberlin Experimental College 

Taught and designed course to decrease science anxiety in both college and high school students.  Made presentations and evaluated the performance of others.

(6/91-7/91) 

High School Biology/Chemistry Teacher 

  
Oberlin College (Upward Bound)
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Taught and developed course curriculum, including laboratory and field trip components.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Neuroscience: Performed stereotaxic surgery; electrolytic lesion and placement of electrodes.  Analyzed lesion size using morphometry.  Mastered tract-tracing experiments including small animal surgery and histology.  Mastered straining 

procedures and cutting of brain tissues.  Utilized water mazes and stop-signal behavioral paradigms in investigating learning and disinhibition. 

Psychology: Utilized neuropsychological testing in drug studies with human subjects.  Assisted in the development of novel computer programs for drug studies.  Recruited research subjects. 

Program Management: Utilized observational and focused group techniques in assessment of program services.  Developed questionnaires and conducted statistical analysis of data.
PRESENTATIONS

Donna Martsolf and Sherona Garrett-Ruffin. April 2, 2005. Evaluation of a Science Learning Community for Underrepresented Students in Nursing and Science Majors”. 29th Annual Research Conference of the Midwest Nursing Research Society.  Cincinniti, OH
Sherona Garrett-Ruffin and Tiffany Murray. April 15, 2004 .  Millennials, Generation X and Boomers: Exploring Generational Differences in Learning and Teaching at Postsecondary Institutions. Annual Ohio Association of Educational Opportunity Personnel Conference. Toledo, OH 

Sherona Garrett-Ruffin and Donna Martsolf. February 15, 2004. The Science Learning Community: Reshaping Recruitment and Retention Strategies for First-Year students Underrepresented in the Sciences”. Annual Conference on the First-Year Experience. Arlington, Texas
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Terri Capellman, Azfar Mian and Sherona Garrett-Ruffin. November, 2002. Implementation of Living/Learning Communities. Residential Living/Learning Conference. Columbus, OH

Sherona Garrett-Ruffin. April 5, 1999. Implementing a Regional Upward Bound Math and Science Program. Mid-America Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel (MAEOPP) Conference.  

RESEARCH AND GRANT SUPPORT

Science Learning Community. Project Director

Award Amount 100,000.

Funded by the Kent State University Provost Office 

Ronald E. McNair Grant. Award Amount: $190,000. Contributor

Supervisor: A. Bradley McClain

Funded by The U.S. Department of Education
Kuumba Science Project.  Project Director

Award Amount $3,000.

Funded by the Mae Jemison Project National Science Foundation

Acceleration Science Project. Project Director

Award Amount $1,500.00

Funded by the Stark Metropolitan Housing Authority

1998 Human Genomic Research Short Course Participant.  

Award Amount $400.00

Funded by the National Institutes of Health
Research Grant. Kent State University. 

Award Amount $1,000.00. 

Title: Benzodiazepine Induced Behavioral Disinhibition. 

Advisor: Dr. Stuart Taylor

Funded by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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Research Grant.  Kent State University. 

Award Amount $300. 

Title: Neurological Substrates of Inhibitory Control Mechanisms.  

Advisor: Dr. Stuart Taylor

Funded by Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine.

Research Grant. The College of Wooster. 

Award amount $2,500.  

Title: Social Cognition in Cebus Apella Monkeys. 

Advisor: Dr. Claudia Thompson

Funded by Cosen Educational Foundation

Hudges Medical Research Grant Recipient. Oberlin College. 

Award amount $4,200. 

Title: Genetic and Early Experience Effects on Aggression.

Advisor: Dr. Norman Henderson

Funded by Hudges Medical Research Foundation
MANUSCRIPTS

Development, Implementation, and Evaluation of a Science Learning Community for Underrepresented Students, under editorial review

Served as researcher for the book titled Shifting: The Double lives of Black Women in American by Charisse Jones and Kumea Shorter-Gooden published by HarperCollins and released September 2003.  

Doctoral Dissertation titled The Effects of Diazepam on Behavioral Disinhibition 

Talking Books Manual (In-House Publication Oberlin College) 

Kent State University Science Learning Community Newsletter, Editor and Chief

AWARDS AND HONORS

Outstanding Team Teaching Award (2003), University Orientation, Undergraduate Studies, Kent State University (2003)

Outstanding Team Teaching Award (2002), University Orientation, Undergraduate Studies, Kent State University

Outstanding Graduate Student Award, The President’s Office and Office of Cultural Diversity, Kent State University

Outstanding Teaching Award, Graduate Student Senate, Kent State University

Certificate of Award for Service and Promotion of Health Careers, Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine

ORGANIZATIONAL OFFICES AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Bowling Green State University, Enrollment Network, General Member

Kent State University, Learning Community Advisory Board, General Member

Kent State University, Undergraduate Studies Search Committee, Supplemental Instructor 

Kent State University, Appointed by University President Carol Cartwright to Search Committee, Vice President of Enrollment Management and Student Affairs 

The University of Akron, Research Committee, Student Affairs Representative

Kent State University, Provost Search Committee, Graduate Student Representative 

Kent State University, Graduate Student Senate, Executive Officer, Information Services Chair 

Kent State University, Graduate Research Colloquium Committee, General Member
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Kent State University, Department of Biomedical Sciences, Graduate Student Senate Representative

Kent State University, Black Graduate Student Association, Program Chair

Kent State University, Black Graduate Students Newsletter, Editor, Layout & Design 

SKILLS AND SPECIAL TRAINING

Curriculum Design, Program evaluation and assessment, Distant Learning Strategies, Editorial Experience, Human Physiology Computer Simulation Software, Microsoft Access Software, Microsoft Excel Software, Microsoft Publisher Software, Public Speaking, Questionnaire Design, SPSS Statistical Software and Web Page Design
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PUBLIC SERVICE 

Cleveland Municipal School District, School Board Member, Appointed by Mayor Jane Campell Term 7/03-8/04

Develop and implement academic enrichment programs for secondary school students and parents

Lee-Harvard Community Council, member

Assisted in the development of Project Unity at East Technical High School (Cleveland)

REFERENCES

Available upon Request
