
Biographical Sketch

W. Robert Midden, PhD

a.  Professional Preparation

St. John’s University
Chemistry
BA 1974

Ohio State University
Biochemistry
PhD 1978

Ohio State University
Postdoctoral Fellow, physical organic
9/78-12/79

Johns Hopkins University
Postdoctoral Fellow, physical bioorganic
1/80-12/81

b.  Appointments

2000 – present
Director, Title II Teacher Quality Enhancement, “Partners in Context & Community,” Bowling Green State University, Ohio

1996 - present
Associate Professor, Chemistry Department, Bowling Green State University

1987 - 1999
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Pathology Department, The Medical College of Ohio, Toledo, Ohio

1987 - 1996
Assistant Professor, Center for Photochemical Sciences, Chemistry Department, Bowling Green State University, Ohio

1983 - 1987
Assistant Professor, Division of Environmental Chemistry, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

198l - 1983
Research Associate, Division of Environmental Chemistry, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

c.  Representative Publications

Bendinskas, K.G.; Harsh, A.; Wilson, R.M.; Midden, W.R.: "Sequence-Specific Photodamage of DNA by an Oligonucleotide-Dihydrodioxin Conjugate," Bioconjugate Chemistry, 9(5): 555-563 (1998).

Devanathan, S.; Dahl, T.A.; Midden, W.R.; Neckers, D.C.: "Readily Available FITC-Antibodies Can Be Easily Converted Into Targeted Phototoxic Agents For Antibacterial, Antiviral and Anticancer Therapy," Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 87: 2980-2984 (1990).

Dahl, T.A.; Midden, W.R.; Hartman, P.E.: "Comparison of Killing of Gram-Negative and Gram-Positive Bacteria by Pure Singlet Oxygen," J. Bacteriol. 171(4): 2188-2194 (1989).

Specht, K.G.; Midden, W.R.; Chedekel, M.R.: "Photocycloaddition of 4,5',8-Trimethylpsoralen and Oleic Acid Methyl Ester: Product Structures and Reaction Mechanism," J. Org. Chem. 54: 4125-4134 (1989).

d.  Synergistic Activities

Dr. Midden was the lead author of a collaborative proposal that was awarded a $4.2 million five year grant by the Teacher Quality Enhancement Program of U.S. Department of Education October 2000, titled “Partners in Context & Community.” With Dr. Midden as director, this project has established successful partnerships with high need urban schools in East Toledo as well as with local community organizations and businesses.

Dr. Midden was co-founder of the first full-featured residential learning community at BGSU, the “Chapman Learning Community ” (CLC). This program was cited nationally by the Joint Task Force on Student Learning of AAHE, ACPA and NASPA in its report of best examples of how learning communities enhance undergraduate education (Joint Task Force on Student Learning 1998). Evidence of the effectiveness of CLC includes higher retention rates, higher student satisfaction, and higher GPAs when CLC participants are compared to another group of BGSU first year students matched on high school GPA, ACT scores, size of high school, type of home town, socioeconomic levels and other relevant factors. CLC has been extremely effective in enhancing and increasing collaboration at all levels, including student-student, student-faculty, faculty-faculty, faculty-residence hall staff as well as three-way collaborations involving all participants. Dr. Midden is also the founder and director of the International Clearinghouse and Registry for Residential Learning Communities: http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/as/clc/rlcch/. He has made many presentations at regional and national professional meetings on various aspects of residential learning communities and their role in increasing student academic achievement, engagement and satisfaction. A few examples follow.

Midden, W.R.; Klein, T.: “The Chapman Learning Community” AAC&U National Meeting on “Learning Communities: Strategies for Strengthening Connections, Competence, and Commitments” Providence, RI Mar 1-3, 2001.

Schoem, D.L.; Midden, W.R.; Minor, F.; Levine, J.: “Critical Issues in Living/Learning Communities” joint presentation by Univ. of Michigan, BGSU & Univ. of Missouri, 6th Annual Learning Communities Conference, Chicago, IL Nov 7-9, 2001.

Midden, W.R.; Schoem, D.L.: “Benefits of Residential Learning Communities—The Student Perspective” facilitation of panel of students at the 6th Annual Learning Communities Conference, Chicago, IL Nov 7-9, 2001.

Midden, W.R.; Klein, T.D.; Richardson, S.M.; Craft, W.; Hinds, C.; Bushman, D.: “The Costs of Learning Communities: What Are They & Are They Worth It?” 85th Annual Meeting of the Association of American Colleges and Universities, San Francisco, CA, Jan. 28-30, 1999.

Dr. Midden has developed an innovative interdisciplinary science course which engages non-science majors in a real research project as an effective way for them to master important science concepts and to grasp a deeper understanding of the nature of science and how science functions, it’s capabilities and limitations. Representative presentations:

Midden, W.R.: “Journeys Into Science: Making Science Useful for Non-Science Majors,” Kaleidoscope National Meeting on Science Education, Washington DC, Oct, 1999.

Midden, W.R.: “Experiential Learning in Pre-service Teacher Training,” AAC&U National Meeting on “Rethinking Science Literacy” Charleston, SC, Apr 13-15, 2000.

Huether, C.A.; Shachter, A.; Midden, W.R.; Hopkins, N.; Moran, S.: “Teaching Science Through Complex Public Issues: New Curricular Models” AAC&U National Meeting on “Rethinking Scientific Literacy in the Age of Diversity and Specialization” Charleston, SC, Apr 13-15, 2000.

Midden, W.R.: “Learning Science by Doing Science” 6th Annual Learning Communities Conference sponsored by Delta and Rainey Harper Colleges in Chicago, IL Nov 7-9, 2001.

e.  Collaborators & Other Affiliations

 (i) Collaborators

Bushman, D.: Mount St. Mary’s College

Craft, W.: Mount St. Mary’s College

Hinds, C.: Mount St. Mary’s College

Hopkins, N.: Rutgers University

Huether, C.A.: University of Cincinnati

Levine, J.: Temple University

Minor, F.: University of Missouri, Columbia

Moran, S.: Franklin & Marshall College

Richardson, S.M.: Winona State University

Schoem, D.L.: University of Michigan

Shachter, A.: Santa Clara University

several at BGSU too numerous to list
 (ii) Graduate & Postdoctoral Advisors

Ned Behrman: Ohio State University; Jack Hine: OSU deceased; Sydney Wang: Johns Hopkins University deceased

f.  Department and University Service
1997 - 2000
BGSU College of Arts & Sciences Dean’s Advisory Council (Math & Natural Sciences Representative)
1992 - present
BGSU Chemistry Department Undergraduate Committee (chair 1996-97)
1998 - present
Chapman Learning Community Advisory Group
1993 - present
BGSU Representative on the Board of Oceans and Atmosphere, National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges, Washington, DC
1995 - 2001
BGSU Undergraduate Council (College of Arts & Sciences Representative for Math & Natural Sciences)
2001
Search Committee for the Director of the BGSU Admissions Office 
1999 – present
BGSU Teacher Quality Success Initiative
2001 - present
Academic Investment in Math and Science Advisory Board
2002 – 2003
Outstanding Contributor to Graduate Education Awards Committee
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