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ENDOWED
PROFESSORSHIP IN
BIOLOGY GIFT OF RYANS
The generous donation from a
Wadsworth, Ohio, couple has led to the
creation of a new endowed professor-
ship at Bowling Green State University.
The Patrick L. and Debra Scheetz Ryan
Endowed Professorship in Biology has
been funded with a $250,000 contribu-
tion to the University.

Both are 1974 graduates of the
University; Patrick studied business and
Debra, biology. Since graduation they
have remained involved on campus. He
serves on the BGSU Foundation Board
of Directors and she volunteers for
University Advancement activities and
events

“’The Ryan Professorship will
enable us to recruit high-quality
faculty who will provide leadership in
teaching and research and help our
Department of Biological Sciences
achieve national prominence,” says
Dr. Donald Nieman, dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences.

to viruses

Sometime after the Caribbean ice question started Rogers thinking,
he began looking for life—fungi, bacteria, and viruses in the bacteria—
frozen in ancient ice from Greenland or the Antarctic for 420,000 years,
and studying their rate of mutation. This ice came from the the maximum
depth that’s been drilled so far.

“We found a 140,000-year-old virus from the ice core in Greenland
that was virtually unchanged from a modern virus. How could that
happen? We started thinking about what actually happens with the ice
and we came up the idea called genome recycling. That was a few years
ago and I’m just getting around to publishing it now.”

“People figure when
they freeze something
everything dies, but it

doesn’t…we found
freezing drops the

microbe population to
about 50 percent, but

there’s still plenty left.”

Genome recycling might explain
why viruses disappear for decades,
then resurface virtually unchanged,
says Rogers: “We think they’re
probably frozen in the ice. Once
they’ve remelted they can reinfect a
virgin population.”

Rogers, who received his Ph.D. in
botany and molecular biology from
the University of Washington, has 38
publications and is a frequent pre-
senter at national and international
meetings and workshops.

–Jack Vitek, doctoral candidate
in American culture studies

Scott Rogers,
chair of
biological
sciences, says
that ordinary ice
cubes like those
in this beaker
got him and
colleagues
thinking about
what life exists
in ancient ice.

Patrick and Debra Ryan with Scott Rogers at
the announcement of the Ryans’ gift to BGSU.


