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In 2015, over 72 million individuals were living with at least one grandchild (coresident grandparents). Not all, but many
coresident grandparents fill the role of caregiver to their resident grandchildren. Among coresident grandparents, 36% were
caregivers—a slight decrease from 39% in 2010 (FP-12-18). Using data from the American Community Survey, this profile updates
FP-12-18 to examine coresident grandparents and their responsibility for grandchildren by grandparents’ age and poverty status
as well as how long they have been responsible for their grandchildren. We also examine changes in household structure among
grandparent caregivers between 2005 and 2015.

Age Distribution of Grandparent Caregivers vs. Non-Caregivers
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Note: Does not total to 100% due to rounding.

Economic Disadvantage of Grandparent Caregivers vs. Non-caregivers

e Alarger share of grandparent Figure 2. Grandparent Caregiver vs. Non-Caregivers by Economic Disadvantage,
caregivers was economically 2015
disadvantaged than non-caregivers. 100%

Among grandparent caregivers, 47%
were living in poverty or in a low-
income household compared to 36% 75%
of grandparent non-caregivers.

e The discrepancy was driven by the
disproportionate share of grandparent
caregivers who were living in
poverty—20%versus 12% among their
non-caregiving counterparts.
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Grandparent Caregivers’ Duration of Responsibility Grandparent Caregivers by Household Types

Figure 3. Grandparent Caregivers' Duration of Responsibility, Figure 4. Grandparent Caregiver by Household Types in 2005,
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Note: Does not total to 100% due to rounding. e Most grandparent caregivers, at least three out of five,

e |tis most common for caregiving grandparents to have were living with their grandchild and the grandchild’s
engaged in this role for five years or more. Two in five parent (three-generation household). Between 2005
(42%) grandparent caregivers reported they have been and 2015, there were modest changes.
responsible for the care of their grandchildren at least e In 2005, 39% of grandparent caregivers lived with their
five years. grandchildren in a skipped-generation household (e.g.,

e Onein five (20%) grandparent caregivers have been the grandchild’s parent was not present in the
responsible for less than one year. household). This percentage declined to 32% in 2010

but increased slightly to 35% in 2015.
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