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The marriage to divorce ratio was 2.2 in 2018, meaning there were slightly more than 2 marriages for every one divorce in the United 
States (FP-19-24). In this profile, we present the marriage to divorce ratio for women across different demographic characteristics 
(race-ethnicity, educational attainment, and age) in addition to providing women’s marriage and divorce rates across characteristics. 
Although the ratios and rates are similar measures, they each provide a unique lens on marriage and divorce in the United States. 
Thus, we chart both to provide a more nuanced picture of marriage and divorce. The marriage to divorce ratio is calculated by dividing 
the number of women’s marriages by the number of women’s divorces for a given population in a given year. The marriage and 
divorce rates are calculated by dividing the number of women who experienced the event (marriage or divorce in the last 12 months) 
by the number of women who were at risk of the event. For more information on how marriage and divorce rates are calculated, see 
Charting Marriage & Divorce in the U.S.: The Adjusted Marriage Rate and Charting Marriage & Divorce in the U.S.: The Adjusted 
Divorce Rate. For more on the marriage and divorce rates for 2018, see Marriage Rate in the U.S.: Geographic Variation, 2018 and 
Divorce Rate in the U.S.: Geographic Variation, 2018.  A marriage to divorce ratio can be over 1.0 even if the divorce rate is higher 
than the marriage rate because the rates are calculated using those at risk of experiencing the event in the denominator whereas the 
marriage to divorce ratio is calculated using the events (marriages and divorces) themselves (i.e., the divorce rate is the denominator). 

Marriage to Divorce Ratio by Race-Ethnicity 
• All racial-ethnic groups had more 

marriages than divorces. ‘Other’ race 
women (including Asian, American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and multiracial women) had 
the highest marriage to divorce ratio 
(3.0)—meaning three women married in 
2018 for every one woman who divorced. 
The second highest ratio was found among 
Hispanic women (2.5) followed by White 
women (2.1) and Black women (1.6). 

• Black women were the only group that had 
a higher divorce rate than marriage rate, 
with nearly 31 divorces per 1,000 married 
women aged 15 and older and only 17.3 
marriages per 1,000 unmarried women.  

Figure 1. Women’s Marriage to Divorce Ratio and Marriage and Divorce Rate by Race-
Ethnicity, 2018 

Source: NCFMR analyses of the American Community Survey, 2018 1-year estimates 
Note: White, Black, and Other race categories are non-Hispanic.
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Marriage to Divorce Ratio by Educational Attainment 
• There are substantial educational 

differences in marriage and divorce 
behaviors, with the largest differences 
between those with a college degree or 
more relative to those with only some 
college or less. 
o Women with a bachelor’s degree 

had the highest marriage to divorce 
ratio at almost three marriages per 
every one divorce. This is similar for 
women with a master’s degree or 
higher (2.6). 

o Women with less than a high school 
degree (1.9), a high school degree 
or GED (1.8), and some college 
education (1.9) had comparable 
marriage to divorce ratios at about 
two marriages per every one 
divorce. 

o Those with less than a high school 
degree were the only education 

category to have a higher divorce rate than marriage rate. 

Figure 2. Women’s Marriage to Divorce Ratio and Marriage and Divorce Rate by 
Educational Attainment, 2018 
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Source: NCFMR analyses of the American Community Survey, 2018 1-year estimates

Marriage to Divorce Ratio by Age Group 
• In 2018, there were about 14 marriages 

for every one divorce among 15 to 24- 
year-old women.  
o However, the highest marriage rate 

was among those aged 25 to 34 
with 75.3 marriages per 1,000 
unmarried women.  

• Those aged 45 to 54, 55 to 64, and 65 
and older all had more divorces than 
marriages in 2018.  

• Only two age groups had a higher divorce 
rate than marriage rate: those aged 15 to 
24 and those aged 65 and over.  

Figure 3. Women’s Marriage to Divorce Ratio and Marriage and Divorce Rate by Age 
Group, 2018 

Source: NCFMR analyses of the American Community Survey, 2018 1-year estimates 
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