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Since the 1990s, the share of births to unwed mothers has increased by 60% in the U.S., driven largely by the rapidly
increasing share of births in cohabiting unions (FP-15-03). Not all of these births are to women who have never been
married, due in part to high levels of divorce (FP-14-07; FP-15-18). This is the second in a Family Profile Series on
changes in single and cohabiting births to never and previously married women in the U.S. In this profile, we estimate
racial/ethnic variations in women’s experiences of unmarried childbearing and in the share of nonmarital births that
occurred to never and previously married women within five years of two data cycles of National Survey of Family Growth
(1995 and 2011/2013).
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Changes in Births to Never and Previously Married Women by Race/Ethnicity, 1990-2013

) In both the 1990s and the 2000s, postmarital (nonmarital) fertility was most prevalent among White and least common
among Black women (Figure 2).

) The share of nonmarital births to previously married (versus never married) women declined across all
racial/ethnic groups.

) Hispanics experienced the greatest proportional decline in postmarital births (from 21% to 11%).

Figure 2. Share of Nonmarital Births to Never and Previously Married Women by Race/Ethnicity
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Source: National Survey of Family Growth, 1995 and 2011/13
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Changes in Relationship Context of Births to Never Married Women by Maternal Race/Ethnicity

Never Married Women

) Across maternal race/ethnicity, births to never
married women are increasingly occurring within
cohabiting unions (Figure 3).

) About half of all births to never married Hispanic and
White women in the 1990s were cohabiting births. By
the 2000s, cohabitation accounted for more than two-
thirds of such births.

Previously Married Women

) Conversely, the share of postmarital births to
cohabiting White women increased by 22%
Previously married White mothers more often have
children in cohabitation than do Black or Hispanic
previously married mothers.

) Change in the relationship context of postmarital
births varies by maternal race/ethnicity. Cohabiting

births to previously married Black and Hispanic

) Although the majority of births to never married Black women declined.

women in both time periods were single births, Blacks
experienced the greatest proportional increase
(74%) in cohabiting births to never married women.

Figure 3. Share of Births to Never Married Single and

Figure 4. Share of Births to Previously Married Single and
Cohabiting Women by Race/Ethnicity
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