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Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Option

The interdisciplinary studies degree option is a response to increasing interest by students and faculty in an interdisciplinary approach to graduate study and scholarship.  It is available to students who have been fully admitted to a graduate degree program, but who have unique educational needs that cannot be met within a single degree program.  It is limited to those areas in which sufficient faculty and adequate material resources exist to support the proposed course of study.  The availability of this option is in accordance with the Regent's Advisory Committee on Graduate Study Guidelines and Procedures for Review and Approval, "If a university offers approved graduate degree programs in two or more departments at the same degree level, the institution may initiate and develop an ad hoc interdisciplinary program of study for an individual student with the understanding that additional resources are not required, a new administrative unit is not created, and the degree will be awarded by the appropriate degree-granting authority" (pp. 18-19).

ELIGIBILITY

Any student who has been fully admitted to a degree program and who is interested in pursuing the interdisciplinary studies degree option must develop a proposal under the direction of a faculty advisory committee representing each program or major area of scholarship identified in the proposed interdisciplinary course of study.  The course of study must be one that is not available through an existing program, must be at the same level (i.e., master's, specialist, or doctoral) of the program to which the student has been admitted, and must combine at least two different graduate degree areas which offer the graduate degree at the same level (i.e., master's, specialist, or doctoral) sought by the student.  The faculty advisory committee must include a minimum of three members of the graduate faculty for a master's student and a minimum of four members of the graduate faculty for a doctoral student.

DEGREE DESIGNATION

The transcript of students pursuing the interdisciplinary degree option reads as follows:

Degree name
{Master of Arts, Master of Education, Doctor of Philosophy, etc.}

in the field of Interdisciplinary Studies
with a specialization in 


{Designate either (i.) two areas which offer the graduate degree at the level sought and which define the proposed course of study--e.g., Philosophy and Economics--or (ii.) one area of interdisciplinary study--e.g., Women's Studies--which defines the course of study.  In the latter case, be sure to specify in parentheses the two degree areas (e.g., English and History) which define the course of study.}

The diploma of students pursuing the interdisciplinary degree option reads as follows:
Degree name
{Master of Arts, Master of Education, Doctor of Philosophy, etc.}

APPROVAL PROCESS
Students submit petitions to the Graduate College in accordance with the "Petition for Interdisciplinary Degree Option Guidelines."  Petitions are reviewed by the Graduate Dean with input from appropriate members of the Graduate Council.

Petition for Interdisciplinary Degree Option Guidelines

The petition for the Interdisciplinary degree option must be submitted to the Graduate College for approval.  The petition includes the items listed below.  In preparing the petition, keep in mind that the proposed course of study must satisfy all Graduate College requirements as listed in the Graduate Catalog.

1.
Course of Study

a.
Tentative Degree Program (TDP).  A complete TDP defining the proposed course of study.  The "field" of study should be listed as "Interdisciplinary Studies" accompanied by an appropriate specialization.  Designate either (i.) two areas which offer the graduate degree at the level sought and which define the proposed course of study--e.g., Philosophy and Economics--or (ii.) one area of interdisciplinary study--e.g., Women's Studies--which defines the course of study.  In the latter case, be sure to specify in parentheses the two degree areas (e.g., English and History) which define the course of study.

b.
Examinations (master's plan 2 and doctoral students).  A statement prepared and signed by the faculty advisor regarding the content and format of the examination requirements, including the areas to be covered, the length of time of the examinations, and how they will be administered and evaluated.  This should not be simply a restatement of Graduate College guidelines regarding examination procedures.

c.
Statement of Research (master's plan 1 and doctoral students).  A description of the proposed area of research.  This statement does not constitute an irreversible commitment to the topic.  Rather, it helps to demonstrate the relevance of the proposed course of study to the research topic.

2.
Course of Study Rationale

a.
Course of Study Justification.  A statement giving an overview of the proposed course of study and the reasons for proposing it.  The course of study must be one that (i.) is not available through an existing program, (ii.) combines at least two different graduate degree areas which offer the graduate degree at the level sought by the student, and (iii.) has its own integrity and focus.  It may not be merely a survey of general knowledge in several fields of learning.  It must contain sequences that build strength in an area of scholarship that can only be addressed through interdisciplinary study.  Particularly, a Ph.D. program must represent a depth of scholarship which is recognizably rigorous by employing advanced methodologies to master a significant body of knowledge.

b.
Educational Objectives.  A description of the manner in which the proposed course of study satisfies your individual learning, research, and career objectives.  Whereas the statement of course of study justification (2.a. above) focuses on the contribution to scholarship in an interdisciplinary field, the statement of educational objectives focuses on how the proposed course of study satisfies your personal aspirations.

c.
Post-graduation Goals.  A description of the manner in which the proposed course of study relates to your professional goals.

3.
Supporting Documents

a.
Letters of Support.  Attach letters of support from each faculty member on the proposed committee, the graduate coordinators of their respective departments or programs, and the graduate coordinator of the program in which you are enrolled.

b.
Resume.  Attach a copy of your resume or curriculum vitae.

Petition for

Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Option

This form must be completed and submitted along with the supporting documents according to the guidelines established for the Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Option (see guidelines on following page).

Name:
     

BGSU I.D:
     

Current Field of Study:
     

Degree Pursued:
     


Proposed areas of interdisciplinary study (at least 2 required):

1) 
     


     




Graduate Coordinator Name
2) 
     


     





Graduate Coordinator Name

3) 
     


     




Graduate Coordinator Name

Faculty Advisory Committee Signatures:

(minimum of 3 graduate faculty members for masters student; minimum of 4 graduate faculty members for doctoral student)

Typed Name:      

Typed Name      
Typed Name      

Typed Name      
Typed Name      

Typed Name      
Committee Chair
Items to be submitted along with this petition (see guidelines):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tentative Degree Program (TDP)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Statement of Examination Requirements (Plan II Masters/PhD)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Statement of Research

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Course of Study Justification

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Educational Objectives

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Post-Graduation Goals

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Letters of Support from each member of the Faculty Advisory Committee and Graduate Coordinators (current and proposed areas of study)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Resumé or Curriculum Vitae

Graduate College Approval:

Graduate Dean/Designate

Date Approved
Approved 2/23/95

Approved 2/23/95


